
Well, the Christmas Season is upon us. One of my favorite things about Christmas as a child was
making Christmas cookies with my mom.  We would do the roll out sugar cookies from scratch with
homemade frosting and pretty sprinkles. One year in particular I remember making these in the
kitchen with my mom and she had WGTS playing. The radio host said, “we have a listener calling in to
sing us a Christmas carol. His name is Adam Itzel. Adam, what are you going to sing?” He chose joy to
the world.  I remember thinking at the time, hey! I know him from church. Little did I know he would be
my father-in-law today. Joy to the world has always been a favorite carol of mine. This year I was in my
kitchen cooking and joy to the world came on. But this year a line stuck out to me that I hadn’t really
thought through before. 

“HE RULES THE WORLD WITH TRUTH AND GRACE”. 
  
Those two words- truth and grace- often seem at odds with
one another. Don’t they? In our world today, truth is seen as
relative. I have my truth and you have yours. You better
accept mine, and yours.  Well, I’ll think about it as long as it
doesn’t interfere with mine. 
  
Truth is often times labeled judgmental. Illusive. And ever
changing.   
  
Grace seems to be just as fleeting. Canceling people for
wrongs they have done seems like the just thing to do now of
days. Forgiveness seems foreign and redemption from past
wrongs near impossible.  
  
So, this would mean there must be some standard of truth
that applies to everyone, but without God that truth really just
shifts with whoever holds the most power. 
  
In a world full of confusion and hate, I believe Jesus full of
truth and grace is what our world needs today.  It is ultimately
what every heart is longing for, and only Jesus can provide.  

The truth is this world is broken because of sin. Our sin separates us from God. And without God,
darkness and evil prevail. We see this at the beginning of creation. Adam and Eve were in perfect
relationship with God, and when just one act of sin occurred, that relationship was broken. Pain,
sickness, and death entered the world. But even further than that, Eternal separation from God
occurred.  



Because of this the entire human race for all generations to come is born from a bloodline
of sin. All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Each of us had turned to our
own way. We exchange the image of the immortal God for an image of a god made in our
likeness.  
  
The truth is we cannot restore this relationship with God on our own. Without the shedding
of perfect blood, there is no forgiveness of sin! We sinners are unable to save ourselves and
deserve to pay the penalty of death that our sin requires. 
  
BUT GOD. SUCH A GAME CHANGING STATEMENT.  
  
But God, rich in mercy because of the great love with which he loved us.  
  
At just the right time, while we were powerless Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely
would anyone die for a righteous Man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare
to die.  
 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this, while we were still sinners Christ died for
us.  
  
God sent his only son, Jesus to come in human flesh and live the sinless life that we could
never live. He went to the cross willingly and died in our place, was buried but did not stay
there and three days later he rose victorious over the grave, conquering sin and death.
Jesus paid the penalty in full! For ALL who receive him to those who believe in his name he
gives the right to be called a child of God.  
  
Let me be clear He is a just God, full of both truth and grace. He is immutable- meaning he
cannot just turn down the volume of truth to implement more grace, that would be against
the very nature of God himself making him flawed. God did not just cancel your sin. No,
God gave his only Son Jesus to pay the debt we owed.  
  
Jesus did not do away with the law. He fulfilled it in a way we never could. He who knew no
sin became sin, so that we might become the righteousness of God. This transaction is pure
grace. Jesus taking on our sin, and in turn giving us his righteous perfection. Whether on
the cross, or through your own eternal death the price of sin will and must be paid.  The
decision is yours. The wage of sin is death, but the merciful gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our lord. Have you received this gift?  



For those of you who have and are followers of Jesus, I urge you to examine your heart and the fruit
of your lives. Have you exchanged the truth of God’s word in the name of Grace? Or- have you
forsaken grace, in zealous pursuit of upholding truth? My sisters, this is an injustice to Our Lord and
Savior. Without truth there is no need for grace, and without grace the truth cannot set you free!
We as his daughters can be full of both truth and grace equally because we have The Holy Spirit
within us! Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. His grace is sufficient to change
your heart where you fall short. 
 
For those of you who came in here tonight and were certain God would strike this place with
lightening upon your arrival. Maybe you feel like you have done too much wrong to be forgiven.
maybe you have rebelled against Him and are living a life of sin. Or maybe you know of Jesus. You
grew up in church and know some songs and Bible verses, but Jesus has not changed your life. You
have never placed your faith in Jesus for the forgiveness of YOUR sins. 
 
My friend. Jesus came for you!! It is what Christmas is all about. It’s the biggest wonder of His love.
The greatest joy you could ever know. The gift of Jesus, born to set the captives free from their
bondage to decay and to instead obtain freedom as children of God. 

I urge you to turn to Jesus. Turn from the idol of yourself and admit that you are a sinner in need of
forgiveness. Admit that you are dead in your sin and cannot save yourself. believe that Jesus is the
only way to reconcile you to God. That faith alone will save you. Believe that Jesus died on the
cross for your sins and rose again, paying the penalty of sin that you deserved to pay. If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
It is by grace that you are saved, through faith and this not of yourself, it is a GIFT of God, not by
works so that no one can boast. 
 
Confess with your mouth that Jesus is lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead and you will be saved! 


