
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas  

Devotional Journey 
 

By the Forcey Family 



 



 

“Unto Us” 

These 31 days of devotional reflections will prepare our hearts to celebrate Christmas 

together! Each week focuses on a different name of Jesus in Isaiah 9:6 – Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, or Prince of Peace – and on selections 

from one of the gospels that help “unwrap” that name. Rediscover the meaning and 

magic of Christmas all over again with the help of thirty different voices from Forcey 

Bible Church. You can read this each day on your own or with your family, or you 

can share it with others! Let’s join together this Christmas – from wherever you are – 

and remember how the greatest gift is still Jesus, and He is “unto us!” 
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THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

Preface by Ken Roussey 

 

 At this time of the year, we enjoy the special music, colorful decorations, exchanging of 

gifts, and social gatherings that are associated with Christmas. We delight in spending time with 

our families and friends, feasting on delectable food and having fun together.  

 During the Christmas season, many are caring and interested in the welfare of others. 

Toys are provided for underprivileged children. Food and clothing are distributed to the 

needy. Those who live alone are invited to join others for dinner. Carolers sing for the shut-ins.    

 Although good deeds and pleasant moods abound at Christmas time, many fail to under-

stand "Jesus is the reason for the season!" They don’t know who Jesus Christ is or why He 

came into the world. The following conveys the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

When did Christmas take place? 

It occurred when Jesus Christ was born over 2000 years ago. Our calendar was established in 

connection with the birth of Christ. The numerals following the letters A.D. (Latin for "anno 

domini," meaning "in the year of our Lord") indicate the number of years that have gone by 

since Jesus Christ was born.  However, the organizers of our calendar may have miscalculated 

the time of Jesus' birth by a few years—Jesus was probably born around 4 B.C.  

 

Three truths that pertain to Christmas 

 

The Trinity - There is one God who exists eternally as three persons: the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit (Genesis1:26; Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19) 

 

The Incarnation (derived from the Latin "in" and "caro”, meaning "in the flesh”) - God the Son, 

the second member of the trinity, became a human being. The Holy Spirit caused the virgin 

Mary to be with child and to bear a son. In accordance with prophecy (proclaimed more than 

700 years before Christ's birth—see Isaiah 7:14), this son was called "Immanuel," meaning "God 

with us" (Matthew 1:22-23). The name "Jesus", meaning "Savior”, was given to this child because 

He would "save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). Jesus was also called “Lord" because 

He is God and "Christ," meaning the "anointed one," because He was the promised Messiah of 

the Old Testament (John 1:41). The Lord Jesus Christ has two natures: a divine nature and a 

human nature—He is both God and man (John 1:1, 14) 

 

 The Virgin Birth - Adam, the first man and representative of the human race, dis-

obeyed God. His descendants inherit his sinful nature (I Corinthians 15:22).  After 

Adam's fall, God promised to provide a Deliverer—the "seed of the wom-

an" (Genesis 3:15). Because Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Luke 1:34-35; Mat-

thew 1:18, 20), and not like others, He was born without original sin.  
v 



  

Why is Christmas important? 

Jesus was born to provide salvation for sinful humanity (Mark 10:45). We are all sinners (Romans 

3:23). The penalty of sin is death— physical and spiritual death (Romans 6:23). Because he is a 

sinner, man is incapable of  atoning for his sins. He is helpless! God, who is loving, full of grace, 

and rich in mercy (Ephesians 2:4-5; Nehemiah 9:17), sent His Son into the world to rescue us 

from sin. Jesus remained sinless and fulfilled the law of God (Matthew 5:17-18). As the unblem-

ished Lamb of God (I Peter 1:19), He died in our place on the cross to pay for our sins (John 3:16; 

II Corinthians 5:21).  

 

If we believe Jesus Christ died for us and receive Him as our personal Savior, God grants 

us the free gift of eternal life (Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12; Romans 10:13). Those who make this 

commitment to Jesus Christ are saved for eternity and understand the true meaning of Christ-

mas! 
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December 1 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 

his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 

the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 

his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

That’s My King! 

By Mike Foster 

In 2020, more than any year I can remember, I have thought about government. Not only 

has it been an emotional election year, but it has been a year when our government has provid-

ed continuous guidance for us with regard to Covid-19. No matter how we feel this year about 

our governing leaders or laws, we can look together this month to King Jesus and His kingdom! 

Imagine this: “Of the greatness of His government and peace there will be no end!” His king-

dom will be established with perfect justice and righteousness! And – get this – we will know 

it’s close when… a child is born! The child of Isaiah 9:6, of course, was born 2,000 years ago. 

His name is Jesus, and His kingdom is near! And He will be called “Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.” 

This month, we will focus on these names of Jesus. Our Sunday messages will unpack 

these names, and so will this resource. Each day, someone from our Forcey family will guide us 

in reflecting further on Jesus. We will spend about one week on each name of Jesus. We will lis-

ten to His life-giving words throughout the book of Matthew to better know Him as our Wonder-

ful Counselor. We will encounter His life-changing miracles in the book of Mark to better re-

spect Him as our Mighty God. We will consider His love for us and our love for Him in the book 

of Luke in order to adore Him as our Everlasting Father. And we will meditate on His birth, 

death, and resurrection in the book of John in order to remember the reconciling work He did 

as our Prince of Peace. 

At the beginning of this year, we asked, “Where would we be at the end of 2020 if we 

fixed our eyes first and foremost on Jesus—every hour, every day—in a way that allowed Him to 

capture our hearts more than any competing vision?” How have you been doing with that late-

ly? This will continue to be our goal in December! What better month to see Jesus? Let’s not be 

threatened this month by what happens in the kingdoms of this world. Let’s renew our wonder 

and worship of Jesus, the King of kings! Let’s allow His word to not only comfort but also to cap-

ture our hearts, that we would be moved to give Him the praise that He alone deserves! I will be 

praying that you have many moments of reading the Scriptures and joyfully exclaiming, “That’s 

my King!” 

Points to Ponder 

• What time of each day can you set aside for yourself or your family to focus on this devotion-

al journey? 

• Which name of Jesus means the most to you this year: Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, or Prince of Peace? 
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Jesus is our  

Wonderful  

Counselor.  

 

 

These readings will focus on the life-giving 

words of Jesus throughout the book of  

Matthew.  
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My Sermon Notes on 

“Wonderful Counselor”  

or Other Reflections 
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December 2 

Matthew 5:3-12 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for 

they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for right-

eousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

The Wonderful Counselor 

By Rick Claybrook 

 When we think of Jesus as our “wonderful counselor,” we most naturally think of Him as 

someone who comes alongside of us when we are hurting and who gives us comfort.  And that is 

very true.  In this passage that we call the “beatitudes,” the “blessings,” Jesus says, “Blessed 

are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”   

 But there is another sense in which Jesus is our counselor.  I am a lawyer, and lawyers are 

also often called “counselors” (although infrequently “wonderful”).  A lawyer helps someone in 

need when they are confronted with the legal system.  The lawyer stands between the judge 

and the person accused and defends them. He becomes their mouthpiece and helps them 

through the process, giving them the advice they need.  This, too, is what Jesus does for us as a 

counselor. 

 When we come before the Court of Heaven, we cannot rely on our own talents or advoca-

cy.  We need a counselor to speak for us, and Jesus stands ready to do so, if we will let him.  We 

must humble ourselves by becoming “poor in spirit,” by “mourning” for our sins, by 

“hungering and thirsting” to do right.  When we do that, when we are willing to follow him even 

when it means we might be persecuted as he was, He will become our advocate in the Court of 

Heaven, and we will share with Him the kingdom of heaven and its rewards.  He is, indeed, the 

Wonderful Counselor, the best lawyer ever. 

 

 Points to Ponder 

• How do you need Jesus to be your lawyer? 

• If you think of standing before God as your judge, what other functions does Jesus perform 

for you? 

5 
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December 3 

Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 

rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.”  

 

Treasures in Heaven  

By Brad and Juliann Holbrook  

 You turn your head and hold back a growl through clenched teeth. You would bang your 

head on the wall if you knew your kids wouldn't try it too. Stepping on trains is never on your to-

do list, so the railroad going through your kitchen is unwelcome, particularly this Sunday. The 

coffee and snacks aren't ready and no one is dressed. Not that they need to be - church is differ-

ent during a pandemic. The songs and sermon are still wonderful, but you're not there - and you 

can't help but miss the place and people you treasure. 

 Now, finally, you curl up with your kids (still in their underwear) and start the live stream - 

eager to learn about your future home and King. A toy is taken, the internet is spotty, you're atti-

tude isn't right - and yet you make it through to lunch. 

 "Hey Alexa, play Seeds Family Worship - Treasure". Right! You remember now. Wanting 

more from this world is a good thing. Your goal is to trade cold coffee and a bad attitude in favor 

of the eternal kingdom of God. Distractions and disruptions, wealth and possessions all fade 

away before the everlasting joy set before you. Jesus has called you to fix your eyes on him, 

which is welcome rest. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What does it mean to hold your time and possessions 'with an open hand'? 

• Which of your 'treasures' are you holding tightly? How does that affect your relationship with 

Jesus?  

• What heavenly treasure can you make time for this week? 
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December 4 

Matthew 6:25-34 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 

about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than cloth-

ing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heav-

enly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious 

can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lil-

ies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive 

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 

faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 

shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

 

Jesus, My Faithful Provider 

By Ercelle Mayner 

 2020 will be a year to remember. But what will you remember most about 2020? The 

COVID-19 pandemic, Black Lives Matter, the disastrous floods and fires, or Jesus Christ as your 

faithful provider? 

 I have been blessed to be full-time telework since March.  I regained 9 hours a week by 

not commuting. I use that time to take daily walks on trails within my community. On the week-

ends, I enjoy parks operated by Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission and 

the National Parks Service.   What I noticed during these walks is that all of God’s creation is still 

working and  functioning as He designed them in Genesis 1 – the sun and the moon rise and set 

daily;  the stars, planets, and galaxies are in the same place; the seasons change and the flowers 

appear on time; and the animals find food daily.   

 In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus states four times do not worry (Matthew 6:25, 28, 31 and 34).  He 

provides three illustrations of why we should not worry: the birds of the air, the lilies of the field, 

and His ability to provide for our needs for food, drink, and clothing.  Is not the lack of adequate 

food, drink and clothing associated with the multiple calamities that have affected the world this 

year: job losses, business closings, hunger, homelessness, and mental health issues? Jesus 

Christ is concerned about our daily needs and He provided the solution – Himself. Do not worry.  

 Matthew 6:33 states if we focus on seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

then food, drink, and clothing will be provided.  I can attest that although I have been affected 

by pain, sorrow, loss, and racial inequities, this year God has provided for my every daily need. 

Instead of watching TV, listening to divisive commentary and surfing the web, I have focused on 

seeking to know God by reading Scripture, praying, spending time in solitude and meditation, 

walking, reading, and cultivating relationships with both Christians and non-Christians. Since my 

needs are met, my mind is free to think of ways to show the difference Christ 

makes in my life to people in my areas of influence (church, job, and community).  

Despite the circumstances and the calamities, what a joy 2020 has been – leading 

Bible studies, leading and participating in discussion groups, giving, discipling, 

sending and receiving cards, preparing meals, participating in peaceful protests, 

completing government wide projects, and serving on the Homeowner Associa-

tion.  

9 



 What will I remember about 2020? Jesus Christ is my faithful provider. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What will you most remember about 2020?   

• If Jesus was not your faithful provider in 2020, what will you do differently in 2021?   

• Who are the most important influencers of your life in Christ? Do they demonstrate peace, 

content, and the truth of Matthew 6:33?  
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December 5 

Matthew 7:24-27 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 

house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And 

the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall of it.” 

 

The Solid Rock  

By AJ Itzel  

 I love this section of the Scriptures, and what makes it especially special to me right now is 

the fact that this was one of the last bits of scripture I was teaching on before COVID-19 hap-

pened. It was during our teen retreat, the weekend before the shut down that our teens and I 

were looking to this passage to see what our lives were being built upon. The whole point of the 

parable that Jesus shares is to make sure that the houses of our lives are built on rock and not 

sand. Jesus tells the people listening that when the storm of life comes, the man who built his 

house on the sand loses everything and is devastated. His “house” or his life does not stand up to 

the storm. And then we get a look at the man who built his house on the rock, and his life stands 

firm in the midst of the storm.  

 When I finished that message, I asked our teens “What have you built your life on?”. It was 

a moment for our teens and even myself to examine our own lives and see where we were put-

ting our faith in to endure the trials of life. I had no idea when I was sharing that message that one 

of the greater trials of this year was right around the corner. For the next 8 months the teens 

would be going through a storm that felt like the size of a hurricane, and the storm isn’t over yet. 

I am thankful that God may have used that message to prepare their hearts to undergo trial and 

their life and put their feet on The Rock that never fails.   This verse always brings to 

mind the old hymn “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”. It’s a great encouragement for us in this 

season to think and meditate on. Christ is our rock and our foundation; He is what we have to put 

our faith in when the trials and the storms of life come. If we put a foot anywhere else, its like 

sinking sand. Take a moment right now, spend a few minutes in prayer, and ask yourself “Where 

are my feet planted in the storm”. Let’s look to Jesus this season of life once again, and let’s run 

to the solid rock, and rest in Him. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What are things in your own life that you can look to support you in trials in your life? How can 

you move away from that and onto the solid rock? 

• What is a storm or a trial you feel that you are going through right now? 

11 
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December 6 

Matthew 7:7-12 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 

opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a 

fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Proph-

ets.” 

 

Trust, Obey, and Rest  

By Kesi Stribling  

 When we encounter life’s difficulties, sometimes it is easy to forget that Jesus has given us 

instructions for staying the course, enduring, and gaining victory over our difficulties.  

 This year, our country, community, and congregation have been tested in ways that we 

could have never imagined. A pandemic, societal and racial issues, and political divisiveness 

converging at the same time can test the most committed believer. As we have adapted to new 

rules and restrictions, like attending school online, working from home, and not being able to 

see or touch loved ones and friends in this season, we may be tempted to doubt God’s promises.  

 Doubt and fear enter our hearts, causing confusion and despair; but, Jesus reminds us that 

if we ask God for our greatest need and trust that it will be done, He will answer. If we obey His 

guidance, solutions to the things that trouble or concern us, even the most insurmountable ones, 

are readily available to us. What a privilege it is to know that we can go to our Father, request-

ing our most fervent needs! He listens, answers, and provides. 

 We must remember that He may not answer in the ways we imagine, want, or expect; 

however, our omniscient God always knows what’s best for us, and sends the remedy in His per-

fect timing. He also knows who to send us to meet the need. We can rest knowing that our Heav-

enly Father is in control, despite the chaos and uncertainty in our lives. 

 Our Wonderful Counselor also admonishes us to remember His mercy when encounter-

ing others. They may have hidden pain, fears, or needs. When we go through tough times, we 

want people to treat us kindly, patiently listen to our problems, and not judge our flaws and fail-

ures. Jesus wants us to mirror the same love, grace, and mercy God has extended to us.   

 

Points to Ponder 

• Identify something that causes you fear or distress. Pause and ask yourself: Have I asked God 

for an answer and apply it to my life when He supplies it, or have I allowed negativity to can-

cel out the promises by not seeking His guidance?  

• What is one action you can take to prevent the distractions that discourage you 

from seeking Jesus’ counsel?    

• What are a few things you can do each week (or day!) in December to show 

lovingkindness to others in your family, community, workplace, or school?  

• What is one thing you can do to bring joy and happiness to others while wait-

ing for God to answer your needs? 

13 
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December 7 

Matthew 22:34-40 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one 

of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 

the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 

Prophets.”  

 

Who’s My Neighbor?  

By Arjan Berkelaar  

 Lawyers try to trip you up with words. It is as true today as it was 2000 years ago. In to-

day’s verses we see an expert in the law trying to trip Jesus up by asking him about the greatest 

commandment in the Law. He wasn’t interested in a real answer. He wanted to test Jesus. But Je-

sus knows God’s Word. He has studied and memorized it from a very young age.  In his answer, 

Jesus quotes from two verses in the Torah. The first is found in Deuteronomy 6:5 and the second 

in Leviticus 19:18. According to Jesus, the entire law is summed up perfectly in these two com-

mandments. If we truly follow them, we are doing everything that God desires from us. We don’t 

need a complicated list of dos and don’ts. The Pharisees were very fond of keeping a list. Even 

to this day, some churches love keeping a list. Jesus is not interested in a list. He makes it very 

simple: ‘love God above all, and love your neighbor as yourself’.  

 Simple does not mean easy. Sure, we love God, but we also love our possessions, we love 

our family and friends, we love our activities and hobbies, some of us love our jobs, some love 

exercise and fitness. And oftentimes we put those things ahead of God. And if we are honest, we 

struggle with loving our neighbor as ourselves. Most people have heard of the Golden Rule. The 

Golden Rule says: “treat others as you would like to be treated”. But I think the words of Jesus go 

well beyond that. Treating someone well is great, loving someone is even better, but loving 

someone as yourself? And not just someone that is likeable and loveable, but your neighbor? 

The neighbor that does not treat you well and gets on your nerves? The neighbor that supports 

the wrong football team? The neighbor that voted for the wrong candidate? Love them? As my-

self? Seriously?!  

 We are not the only ones struggling with the definition of “neighbor”. Jesus’ audience 

struggled too. In Luke 10:25-37 we see yet another lawyer trying to trip Jesus up. It is a very simi-

lar scene to the one we encountered in Matthew 22. This time, the question is ‘who exactly is my 

neighbor?’. Implied is the idea that maybe Jesus can give us a list of what kind of people qualify 

as neighbors and what kind does not. But Jesus goes on to tell the story of the good Samaritan. It 

is hard to imagine for us, but it must have been quite a shocking story for first century Jews. I 

could try to transcribe it in today’s terms, but I am afraid that it might offend some of you, as the 

words of Jesus certainly offended some of his audience. The point is simply this. That neighbor 

that you are supposed to love as yourself is probably not the neighbor that typically comes to 

mind. It is that person that thinks very differently from you, may have even hurt you, treated you 

unkindly. A person that does not deserve any love, according to the standards of 

this world. But Jesus says: show mercy! Go be a good Samaritan. The world des-

perately needs that kind of love! 

 15 



Points to Ponder 

• Is there anything that you put ahead of God? Ask God to reveal things in your life that you 

tend to put ahead of Him and confess.  

• Who is your neighbor? Who does God ask you to extend mercy to this week? Can you think 

of someone that needs a helping hand or a word of encouragement? Don’t just think of them. 

Act!  

 

<< >> 

Matthew 22:34-40 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one 

of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 

the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 

Prophets.”  

 

Silence & Love  

By Diana Cortijo  

 In today’s world, there is so much noise and we have grown accustomed to it.  When we 

don’t have noise (be it traffic, music, tv, construction), we are not at ease; we feel like something 

is missing.  Yet “silence” is a very good thing especially when we are talking to or seeking God 

in prayer. I am generally an introvert and often speak only when I think it is necessary.  I like the 

phrase or saying:  “a few words to a good listener.”  In Matthew 22:34, it reads:  “...Jesus had si-

lenced the Sadducees…” It made me think back when I was a kid and in my culture, when moth-

ers gave a ‘certain’ look, the child knew best to keep quiet - silent.  It was not a fearful reaction 

but rather respect as my grandmother had taught me.  As adults, we cheerfully reminisce about 

our mother’s ‘look’ to silence - the look.  We knew or learned quickly of the power of her look 

upon us. That was just a look, Jesus had delivered a powerful message in Matthew 22:32:  “I am 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  It left them without any further 

questioning, no other words. He is God.  I wonder: have we had a time when He left us without 

any words or pleads? And felt peace just being silent before Him?  As I have grown in faith, I 

love to spend time in silence, murmuring quick praises and, at times, blurring prayers both big 

and small, Great is Thy Faithfulness often forms part of it. 

 But the following verses (Matthew 22:37-40) surely silenced the Pharisees.  We are to 

“love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (v. 

38).  Can you imagine how stunned the Pharisees were?  Yes, that is a great commandment, al-

most like the respect we give our mother with just her ‘look’ that makes us quiet or stop whatev-

er we're doing.  Jesus further said to the Pharisees that the second commandment was just like 

the it, “love your neighbor as yourself.”  I wish I could have seen the Pharisees faces - their reac-

tion.   

 In today’s situation, here and every other nation, it warms my heart to see 

the brethren loving one another like those who collect food for families that are 

struggling, like doctors and nurses caring for their patients, like the many volun-

teers in our church, many testing locations. Loving God and loving thy neighbor. 
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Points to Ponder 

•  Is there a Bible verse that makes you ponder or pause in silence? 

•  What are some of the ‘loving thy neighbor’ activities that you have seen? 

17 
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December 8 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And 

when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  

 

Doubting Thomas Apostles? 

By Dean Sauder  

 Over the last 15 years, non-Christian skeptics’ attacks on Jesus’s resurrection have be-

come especially fierce1, trying to explain away the eyewitnesses as pre-scientific, gullible, 

rubes. But the first-century believers knew, just as well as we do, that dead people stay dead. 

And Jesus coming back to life left them needing answers, explanations, and forecasts for the fu-

ture. 

 With this as the backdrop, eleven special disciples—designated apostles in Mark 3:14—

travelled about 60 miles north to Galilee with the prospect of seeing Him there. Jesus’s words 

were as certain as His resurrection. He appeared bodily. Without reservation, the apostles wor-

shipped Him. 

 The next phrase is a remarkable admission: "but some doubted." This runs counter to the 

skeptics who imagine the apostles as superstitious half-wits. Doubt comes from deliberative 

thinking. Just as we would today, the apostles needed explanations. 

 

 This admission also illustrates the trustworthiness of God's Word. Skeptics sometimes por-

tray the New Testament books merely as the eventual winners of a 1st-century creative writing 

contest. If that were true, why would the writers portray Jesus’s closest followers as doubters? It’s 

because the Bible faithfully tells what actually happened. Though recorded by men, the Bible’s 

words were breathed out by God's Holy Spirit. 

 But wait! Jesus's closest followers, some of his apostles, were doubters? Isn't doubt the op-

posite of belief? Does this make them second-rate Christians? And then maybe I’m a fifth-rate 

Christian? 

 A closer look at doubt will help make sense of the apostles and help us at the same time. 

Gary Habermas explains: 

 "...doubt [in the NT] more frequently contains the  idea of being caught between two po-

sitions. There  is a Greek noun for belief (pistis) and another  one for unbelief 

(apistia). Doubt is neither: it more  commonly expresses ideas such as perplexity,  wor-

ry, uncertainty…"2 (Habermas, location 386) 

 Habermas explains that doubt is very common for Christians and it comes 

in two forms. The intellectual variety of doubt is easily dispelled by facts and de-

fenses of our faith. It's the other variety of doubt, emotional doubt, that takes a 

heavy toll on Christians--many of whom suffer silently, who feel unable to speak 

honestly about their doubts. Even though emotional doubt asks some of the same 
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questions as intellectual doubt, it doesn't trust the answers. It says, "I understand those facts, but 

what about..." 

 The apostles understood the facts: this same Jesus who taught them for three years was 

alive. He stood right in front of them. They worshipped Him. Yet vast emotional weight was 

bound up in unanswered questions. What about restoring the kingdom to Israel? Didn't Jesus say 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand? What about God's law, sacrifices, the temple? Are the priests 

in Jerusalem still God's authorities for us? 

 Jesus relates to His disciples at this moment with life-giving words. Not rebuke. Not sin-

gling out some who doubted. Just reassurance, "All authority has been given to me in heaven 

and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples... And remember, I am with you always..." 

 Following Jesus is the new Way. He conveys with authority the full assurance that His disci-

ples are following God. Jesus, the Wonderful Counselor, directs them, reassures them, and em-

powers them with His authority as God's representatives to a fallen world. Solus Christus "Christ 

Alone" - Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• If you experience doubts as a Christian, reflect on John the Baptist in prison. He doubted Je-

sus yet he was not rebuked (Matthew 11:1-11; Luke 7:18-30). On the contrary, he was com-

mended as “no one is greater.” (Luke 7:28) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

———————————- 

1 The “New Atheists” 

2 Gary Habermas, The Thomas Factor: Using Your Doubts to Draw Closer to God, eBook edition. 
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Jesus is our  

Mighty God.  

 

 

These readings will focus on the life-

changing miracles of Jesus throughout the 

book of Mark.  
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My Sermon Notes on 

“Mighty God”  

or Other Reflections 
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December 9 

Mark 1:40-41 

And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me 

clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be 

clean.” 

 

Able & Willing To Touch The Untouchable  

By Lonnie Harris  

Mark 1:40a -  Now a leper came to Him…   

 According to some sources, leprosy was referred to as the “living death” – possibly be-

cause those who had it were treated as if they had already died.  It is said that sometimes even 

funeral services were conducted & inheritances collected as those plagued with the disease 

were declared as “dead” to society.   

 Ironically, the word, “leper” spelled backwards is, “repel,” and their leprosy was like a 

sign on their foreheads telling everyone around them that they were to be repelled.  These poor 

people were seen as grotesque, miserable, wretches - unclean, cursed by God, cut off from their 

place in society, and from their most important relationships.  They were untouchable, incura-

ble, and repulsive to all around them. 

Mark 1:40b - …came to Him, and fell to his knees, asking for help.  “If you are willing, you can make 

me clean,” he said. 

 What did this man have to do in order to leave his isolation, move about in public, and 

find Jesus?  What determination he must have had – what desperation?  What did he know & be-

lieve about Jesus to search him out and ask for help? 

 He must have had the faith spoken of in Hebrews 11:6   (“Now without faith it is impossible 

to please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who seek him.”) 

 He believed that Jesus was able, but he did not know if Jesus was willing. However, if he 

hadn’t had the slightest hope that just possibly, Jesus might be willing, he would not have gone 

out of his way to find him and ask. 

Mark 1:41  Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I am 

willing. Be clean!" 

 The man’s faith was indeed rewarded.  Jesus, in His great compassion, stretched out his 

hand & touched the untouchable one.  He took away His disease & gave him his life back. 

 

Main Take-away 

 You and I have been brought into this world – worse than lepers.  We were the living 

dead (Ephesians 2:1) – repulsive, and cursed by God – because of our sin.  Yet, 

we can praise God that even though our sin should repel Him, Christ – our Im-

manuel – draws near to touch us with his healing hands.  He becomes our 

“leprosy,” our “curse.”  He takes our death and gives us his life.   
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 Now we can draw near to Him because He has first drawn near to us.  We can approach 

His throne of grace with boldness & ask for His miracle working hands to touch us & to give us 

everything we need for life & godliness.  He is able to do exceedingly more than anything we 

can even think to ask – but is He willing?   

 

Romans 8:32—Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all– how will he not 

also, along with him, freely give us all things? 

 

Points to Ponder 

• In what ways can you draw near to Him in faith, appeal to His compassion, and seek His touch 

in order to receive abundant life that shines for His glory? 
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December 10 

Mark 2:1-12 

And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. And 

many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was 

preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. And 

when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and 

when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. And when Je-

sus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes 

were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is blasphem-

ing! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they 

thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your 

hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your 

bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—

he said to the paralytic—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And he rose and im-

mediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed 

and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

 

Completely Whole!  

By Stephen D'Alessio  

 Mark tells us about a man in Capernaum who needed healing. He knew it, and his friends 

knew it. He was paralyzed, and even worse than that, he needed forgiveness of his sins. He 

knew he was paralyzed, but there is a good chance that he didn’t realize that his sin was just as 

debilitating. He had some good friends – friends that took him to Jesus. He may not even have 

been fully aware of what was going on around him as his friends lowered him through an open-

ing in the roof and placed him before Jesus. Jesus knew right away what he needed, and Jesus 

told him that his sins were forgiven. The man and his friends might have been thinking, “Wait a 

minute, can’t you see that he’s paralyzed? We want you to heal him.” Some teachers of the law 

were sitting there also thinking to themselves that Jesus was a blasphemer because Jesus told 

the man that his sins were forgiven, and only God could forgive sins. Jesus knew their thoughts 

right away and showed them that He has authority on earth to forgive sins by curing the man’s 

paralysis as well! The man was completely whole! Spirit, soul, and body! 

 In 2014, I experienced the darkest time of my life. A deep cloud of depression and anxie-

ty surrounded me suddenly, and within one month I had lost 30 pounds. I didn’t know what was 

happening to me, and I was powerless to help myself. I felt paralyzed, and I was scared. I was 

saved, and I knew the Lord, but there were some holes and blind spots in my spiritual life and 

relationship with Jesus that I didn’t even realize were there. The stresses of life had caught up 

with me, and I had nowhere to turn…but to Jesus! During the 10 days I spent in the hospital be-

ing treated for my condition, I had nothing of my earthly possessions with me but my Bible. I be-

gan to read that Bible looking for Jesus the healer and praying that He would heal me. In addi-

tion to that, people in my life began to pray, and, just as that man was lowered down through the 

roof to be in front of Jesus, their prayers rose up through the roof to Jesus. He heard, and He 

healed. Completely whole! Spirit, soul, and body! 

 Dear friend, there is no infirmity too much for Jesus to heal. Jesus wants us 

to be completely whole. While sometimes Jesus chooses not to heal us in the way 

that we would choose, He always heals us at our point of deepest need. If you 

have trusted Him as your savior, He has forever taken away your sin problem. 
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Your sin is as far as the east is from the west (Psalms 103:12)! If you are hurting and don’t know 

where to turn, look up, and pray through the roof to Jesus who hears from heaven. Then draw 

close to Him, listen, and wait. He will deliver you or give you the grace to bear up under the trial. 

You will then know the love of our savior and be completely whole! 

 

Points to Ponder 

• Are you undergoing a trial in your life right now that you have not taken to Jesus? Take it to 

Him in prayer. 

• Has Jesus miraculously delivered you from something that seemed impossible? Tell other 

people about it. 
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December 11 

Mark 4:35-41 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And 

leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with 

him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was 

already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 

the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, “Why 

are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to one an-

other, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  

 

Wind and Waves Obey 

By Joan Fountain  

 Heavy, boiling clouds born on wild winds surrounded them in darkness. Their boat 

pitched and heaved helplessly on the storm-tossed sea. The fearful disciples called for all hands 

present to help bail out the water which pounded the boat and breeched the gunnels, threaten-

ing to swamp it and send them to a watery grave. 

 They could not comprehend how Rabbi Jesus slept so soundly with his head resting on a 

coiled rope, in the bow of the pitching boat.  

 “Wake up!” they cried, “Awake and help us!” 

 Jesus stood up and commanded, “Peace be still!” Instantly, with that one phrase, a mira-

cle—the winds and waves obeyed Him!  

 The disciples were saved by God’s own Son, who was sent to the earth by His loving Fa-

ther to cast out fear and darkness forever. As it was that day in the boat, Jesus’ presence is re-

quired to calm the storms in our lives, as well. Have you called out to Him to come and dwell in 

your heart? 

 Consider the questions Jesus asked his disciples. “Why are you afraid? Have you no 

faith?” 

  The ancient scriptures spoke of Jesus before He came to live with men on the earth. They 

proclaimed that Jesus is Jehovah-Nissi, which means the God of our refuge. (Exodus 16:16)  

 Jesus is Jehovah-Shalom, the God of our peace. (Judges 6:24) 

 Jesus is Jehovah-Shammah, the God who is ever present. (Deuteronomy 31:8; Psalms 23:2) 

 The disciples had knowledge of these scriptures, but in order to trust Him, Jesus knew that 

they would need to experience the scriptural truths, as well. The men’s fear had come in a dark 

time of trouble. Darkness is simply the absence of light. But when Jesus is present, true darkness 

is impossible, for He is the light of the world! (John 8:12) 

 Our loving Jesus allows all manner of events and situations to touch our lives so that we 

too can learn to trust Him. As He was with the disciples, He is always with us, dis-

pelling our fears with His marvelous light--even through our darkest hours. Praise 

Him; He is worthy! 
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Points to Ponder 

• Discuss or reflect upon an event or situation in your life which proved that Jesus is your ever-

present refuge and peace. 
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December 12 

Mark 5:21-43 

And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered about him, 

and he was beside the sea. Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and see-

ing him, he fell at his feet and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of 

death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” And he went with 

him. 

And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. And there was a woman who had had a 

discharge of blood for twelve years, and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had 

spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. She had heard the reports about 

Jesus and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. For she said, “If I touch even 

his garments, I will be made well.” And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her 

body that she was healed of her disease. And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out 

from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” And his 

disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched 

me?’” And he looked around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened 

to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. And he 

said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, “Your daughter is 

dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler 

of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter 

and James and John the brother of James. They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 

and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. And when he had entered, he 

said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead 

but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and 

mother and those who were with him and went in where the child was. Taking her by the hand he 

said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” And immediately the girl 

got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome 

with amazement. And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and told them to give 

her something to eat. 

 

Healing in His Wings  

By Jill Sauder 

 Today we find Jesus in a crowd by the sea and once again he is surrounded. Out from the 

crowd steps a man named Jairus. As a ruler of the synagogue, Jairus is respected, with both so-

cial and spiritual standing in the community. Yet none of that matters to him right now. How 

could it? His beloved twelve-year old girl is deathly ill. The thought of losing his child is all-

consuming, and his heart is breaking. Without caring how it looks, this important man falls at Je-

sus’s feet and begs him to heal her. He needs Jesus’s power in his life. 

 As they are on the way to Jairus’s daughter—still with a throng of people hemming them 

in—we find another person in the crowd, a woman also needing Jesus’s power. 

Only she is not respected; she is an outcast. She doesn’t step out from the crowd 

to beg for help; she doesn’t dare.  

 For this woman has had a flow of blood for twelve years—for as long as 

Jairus’s daughter has been alive. With this condition, she is ritually unclean (see 
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Leviticus 15:25-38), so she cannot attend the Temple or synagogue. Anything she sits on, anyone 

she touches, also becomes unclean. She is basically under quarantine. During this crazy year, 

we have gotten a taste of quarantines ourselves. Can you imagine twelve years of it?  

 She seems to be all alone in this world, for we see no husband or family advocating for 

her. And there is no money left. It was all spent on finding a cure, with no luck. This woman is 

desperate, so desperate that she breaks the rules of quarantine and seeks out Jesus among the 

crowd.  

 Her plan: touch the hem of his garment. Why touch his garment? Perhaps she knew the 

Messianic prophecy in Malachi 4:2: “But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall 

arise with healing in His wings.” You see, the corners (kanaph) of men’s prayer shawls were 

called “wings.” Perhaps that is why she thought to touch his garment. Also, it would be unobtru-

sive. 

 When she touches Him, Jesus’s healing power is so great, it emanates from him without a 

word. 

 When she is found out, she too falls before Him, in fear and trembling. All eyes are on 

her, the nobody who shouldn’t be there, as she tells Him her story. But instead of a rebuke, she 

receives a blessing instead: “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace and be 

healed of your disease.” This woman who felt like a nobody is seen and blessed by Jesus Him-

self.  

 Today, this humble woman’s story is recorded in three of the four Gospels. She is famous. 

We don’t know her name, but we know her faith.  

 

Points to Ponder 

• Maybe you are like Jairus, who had everything going for him socially, and then the world fell 

out from under him. Can you trust Jesus to be more powerful than your problems?  

• Maybe you feel like a nobody, full of shame, as this woman did. Seeing how tenderly Jesus 

spoke with her, can you trust Jesus enough to tell Him your whole story, and look to Him for 

spiritual healing? 

• Read Mark 6:56. Where do you think they got the idea to do what they did? 
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December 13 

Mark 6:30-44 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to 

them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and 

going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by 

themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all 

the towns and got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 

compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach 

them many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate 

place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villag-

es and buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them something to 

eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to 

them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they 

had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups 

on the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five 

loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave 

them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. And 

they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the 

fish. And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.  

 

Mighty God Feeds His Hungry Sheep 

By Maryellen Stuart 

 Early in the ministry of Jesus, a large crowd was listening to His teachings. Late in the day, 

the disciples spoke to Jesus about how the people (5,000 men plus wives and children) were 

hungry. The disciples suggested to Jesus that He should send the crowd  into the countryside 

and the villages to buy some food.      

 Jesus probably wanted to show to the disciples that they had a need they could not fulfill 

themselves, so He said to Phillip, “YOU give them something to eat!” 

 But Phillip replied, “Shall we go out and spend 200 day’s worth of salary (200 denarii) to 

buy bread to eat?” (“That is too much. We do not have the cash,” he implied). 

 Andrew came to Jesus and said, “There is a boy here who has 5 barley loaves. He would 

give that, but there are too many people for that small lunch.” (Andrew apparently did not have 

faith in Jesus or just wanted to see what Jesus would do). 

 Obviously the disciples had already forgotten the miracles that Jesus had recently per-

formed. Even though He was right there with them, they did not ask Him for help. 

 After the crowds sat down, Jesus looked up to heaven and thanked Mighty God for the 

food and blessed it.  He broke the bread, divided the fish and kept giving more and more food 

to the disciples to distribute. (There is no end to God’s goodness).  

 After the disciples had given out all the food the people needed, there 

were 12 baskets of food left-enough for one basket for each of the disciples.  

Mighty God even physically provided for His beloved disciples.  The crowd said, 

“This is indeed The Prophet.” 
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 Jesus  taught the disciples that He was the Bread of Life. “I am the Bread of Life. He  who 

comes to Me  shall never hunger.” (John 6:35)  When Jesus looked at the crowd, He knew that 

their BASIC need was that they  were SPIRITUALLY  hungry. They had an unconscious longing for 

the forever love of Jesus, a need that only Messiah could fill for lonely and purposeless people. 

Only God can answer the basic life questions:  Who am I? and Why am I here?  

 

“Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes out of the mouth of 

God.”  (Deuteronomy 8:3) 

 

My Prayer 

(What is YOUR prayer?) 

LORD, help me to rely on You  and Your Word  to answer the basic questions of life and not rely 

on the answers that the world gives. Lord, help me to have the compassion for others that You 

do.  Help me to see them as You do: sheep without a shepherd. Put someone in my path today 

that I can help spiritually or physically and introduce to the Bread of Life.   

 

Points to Ponder 

• Think about the people who were involved in the miracle of the loaves: the disciples who dis-

tributed the food, Phillip, Andrew and the boy.  What lessons did you learn from their posi-

tive or negative examples? 

• What does Jesus mean when He says He is the Bread of Life? (Note that He did NOT say that 

He is the Cake of Life that you eat only on special occasions). 
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December 14 

Mark 6:45-56 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsai-

da, while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the moun-

tain to pray. And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 

land. And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And 

about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by 

them, but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, for they 

all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do 

not be afraid.” And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly 

astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when 

they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region 

and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he 

came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him 

that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 

In the Storm, Listen!  

By Philip Powers  

 It was the wind! As Peter told his story to Mark, he couldn’t help but remember the wind. 

It was relentless and exhausting. Straining at the oars for nearly the entire night, with spray from 

the waves soaking every piece of clothing, the Twelve were still only in the middle of the sea.  

This had not been their idea. Jesus had forced his disciples to get in the boat against their 

will. There was a growing undercurrent in the crowds to make him king. This could quickly get 

out of control. So, Jesus sent them on ahead while he went up a mountain to pray. Did he know 

what would happen? Absolutely. He even watched them from the mountain in the dark—

something only God could do. 

Peter admitted they weren’t in dire danger. Lives weren’t threatened. But these strong 

young men were failing miserably. They were “being tormented” (“straining”). They were 

physically exhausted and had little left to give. 

 Suddenly, terror! On the surface of the wind-whipped waves, moving right for them was a 

ghost! And these men screamed. Then the shadowy apparition spoke, and they knew immedi-

ately, it was Jesus. 

 Don’t miss what Peter said: Jesus intended to walk right past them, not to climb in the boat 

with them. He didn’t come to rescue them. Did he even plan to stop the storm? The Master of 

wind and waves came to disciples who were out of strength and unable to finish what they had 

started. The plan was to meet Jesus on the other side at Bethsaida. But this storm forced them to 

land 50 miles off-course. Despite their best efforts to succeed, they failed. 

 Yet Jesus came walking on the water, intending to pass by, with just one thing to say to 

them: “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” I am here, and I am enough. 

 The wind stopped when the Master of storms got in the boat. But the confu-

sion and fear in their hearts remained. They had seen Jesus’ power over storms 

before, but the lesson they needed to learn wasn’t about storms. Their hardened 

hearts failed to connect their current dilemma with the recent feeding of five 

thousand from only a few measly scraps (Mark 6:52). The feeding should have 

taught them who He is. The lesson wasn’t about a power that could vanquish 
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problems, but a presence that is always enough. 

There was no place for fear or hopelessness. Whether hunger or storm; whether it’s life in 

danger or just too tired to go on. There is only one voice you must hear: “Take courage; it is I, do 

not be afraid.” 

Malcolm Muggeridge wrote, “Every happening, great and small, is a parable whereby 

God speaks to us, and the art of life is to get the message.” Even in a pandemic, remember and 

hear Jesus say, “I am here. I am enough!” 

 

Points to Ponder 

• How can you develop the art of getting the message God is saying to you through the great 

and small events happening in your life? 

• What is God telling you right now about Himself through what is happening, and what is He 

telling you to do? 
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December 15 

Mark 10:46-52 

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Barti-

maeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it 

was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And 

many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to 

him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 

Jesus. And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to 

him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made 

you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. 

 

Blurred Vision  

By Kathy Reese  

 When I was a little girl I sometimes imagined what it would be like to be blind. I would 

shut my eyes tight and then make my way around the house, trying to grope for things and to 

know where I was.  After just a few minutes I would think, “This is too hard!” and I had to open 

my eyes!  What a relief to be able to see again! 

 Now, much later in life I need to wear glasses everyday so that images are sharper, for 

driving safely and for reading.  Without them I am lost.  During the day I often notice I have 

smudged the lenses with my dirty fingers and they need a lens cleaner.  When I have to read fi-

ne print, I must switch from my everyday pair to a newer prescription which then makes it possi-

ble to see the smaller letters.  What a difference it makes when things are no longer blurred and 

what is before me is clear and true! 

 When we come to Jesus for salvation we see for the first time how much we are sinners 

and how much we need His forgiveness.  God opens our eyes to the Good News and we see Him 

clearly for the first time.  But over time we can start to look at other things and forget what really 

matters.  Over time, trials come like the Pandemic and we start to worry and get distracted by 

our fears and by our disrupted routines. Things seem darker and distorted. We may become sad 

and discouraged because we are not seeing face to face the people we care about and the ones 

we love to be with.  We may choose activities to comfort us that aren’t God’s best choice.  The 

problem is that we aren’t looking in the right direction for peace and the help we need!  

 When Bartimaeus realized that Jesus was passing by,  he knew what he needed to do.  He 

took courage, jumped up and came to Jesus.  Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for 

you?  And the blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, I want to regain my sight!”.     

 You and I need to regain our spiritual sight!  We need to confess that we have taken our 

eyes off him and have been looking at our problems instead.  We need to have our eyes and our 

hearts cleansed by His Word and by coming to Him without any hesitation.  Then we will see that 

Jesus is right here beside us.  He is right in front of our eyes and we can reach out for His Mighty 

hand.  He will take our hand and guide us through the darkness with eyes that see Him and eyes 

that see what He sees -other people like us who need forgiveness, love and help. 

            

Mighty God, help me to see you clearly.  Give me renewed vision for Your will, not 

mine. Open my eyes so that I will see you in all your splendor! Amen. 
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Points to Ponder 

• What is keeping you from seeing Jesus clearly today? 

• What can you ask Him to change so that you will see Him first and obey His leading? 
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Jesus is our  

Everlasting  

Father.  

 

 

These readings will focus on the love of Jesus 

for us and our love for Him, as shown 

throughout the book of Luke.  
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My Sermon Notes on 

“Everlasting Father”  

or Other Reflections 
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December 16 

Luke 5:27-32 

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to 

him, “Follow me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him. 

And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and 

others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, 

saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” And Jesus answered 

them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to 

call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

 

Disrespectables 

By Ken Wesche  

 There are two kinds of people in the world – respectable sinners and disrespectable sin-

ners. Here Jesus calls Levi, a disrespectable sinner, to follow him. Levi was not held in very high 

regard because he was a tax collector. In Jesus’ day, tax collectors were Jews who not only coop-

erated with the occupying Roman government, but cheated their own people by demanding 

more taxes than required and keeping the difference.  

 Levi, when called, did not just follow Jesus, he “left everything” and followed him. He did 

not try to find a way to fit his new friend Jesus into his old lifestyle. Rather he saw the need for a 

wholesale change in his life, “got up, left everything and followed him.”  

 As followers of Christ, we are not called to casually consent to the teachings of Christ 

while we  continue living unchanged lives. We are called to a transformation. A life in Christ is 

not a new coat of paint on an old, rusty car. It is complete renovation from the inside out, by 

God’s power. In him, all things are made new. Praise God that we can experience his full trans-

formation. 

 Jesus not only called the disrespectable Levi to follow him, but he then attended a big par-

ty at Levi’s house with lots of other “disrespectables”. Jesus often hung out with social outcasts – 

the broken, oppressed, demoralized and defeated of the world. Those were the people who saw 

their need for the new life he offered. Jesus did not come seeking the self-righteous, not because 

he loved them any less, but because their pride blinded them to their need for him.  

 Today Jesus calls us to come to him with a heart that is broken and contrite. God resists the 

proud but gives grace to the humble. May we respond to his call on our lives with humility and 

full obedience as Levi (who was later known as Matthew and authored a gospel) did.  

 

Points to Ponder 

• When you contemplate the transformation that God wants to perform in your life, are you re-

sisting parts of that or are you, like Levi, ready to leave everything from the old life in order 

to follow his new plan? What might you be holding on to that God wants to change?  

• How do you feel relating to people who are not well-respected in society? Is 

your heart toward them one of love and acceptance, as Jesus related to Levi, or 

more discomfort and judgementalism? Do you seek to relate to them in friend-

ship and help usher them into a new life in Christ, or is that an area of your life 

still needing transformation? 
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December 17 

Luke 7:36-50 

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined 

at table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining 

at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at 

his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head 

and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited 

him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 

sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to 

him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 

“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When 

they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon 

answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You 

have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and 

wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased 

to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with oint-

ment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who 

is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who were at 

table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” And he said 

to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 

Your Sins Are Forgiven  

By Corrine Campbell  

 Just take a moment and listen to Jesus speak these words over you, “Your sins are forgiv-

en.” Like a balm, those words bring healing to your soul—no more guilt, no more shame, no 

more fear, but instead, peace. True peace. How do you respond to such love? Put yourself in the 

place of the woman in this passage and imagine what it must have felt like for her to have such a 

burden of guilt removed. I’m struck by her outpouring of love for her Savior without ever speak-

ing a word.  

 We are all in need of forgiveness, but not all of us recognize it. It can be especially diffi-

cult to see our need in a world that has defined good and evil for itself. By the world’s standard, 

many people can appear to live “good” lives. They can be kind to others. They can be upstand-

ing leaders in a community. They can even, like the Pharisee in this passage, know the Scrip-

tures. But, despite appearances, the world’s “good” doesn’t measure up to God’s righteousness. 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23). In other cases, the need 

for forgiveness cannot be mistaken. Like the woman in this passage, sometimes our need is on 

full display. But there is good news! Whether you are carrying around the weight of sin or just 

learning that you are a sinner, God, in His steadfast love, made forgiveness available to every-

one! All we have to do is put our faith in Jesus Christ and believe that He can forgive our sins. No 

sin is so small that it doesn’t need forgiveness, and no sin is too great that it can’t be forgiven. 

Jesus is able to forgive all of our sins. With open arms, our Everlasting Father is 

standing there patiently waiting to receive us.  

 When we understand in our hearts that sin and its consequences have been 

erased from our lives, it provokes a response of adoration for our Savior. Let’s re-

flect on the love our Lord Jesus has for us and let those words, “Your sins are for-

given,” wash over us afresh today and cause us to pour out our love on Him.  
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Points to Ponder 

• How might a focus on receiving God’s forgiveness of your sins affect your worship of Him? 

• Is there someone in your life that you need to forgive? Ask God to help you more freely for-

give others as He forgives you.   
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December 18 

Luke 9:28-36 

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up 

on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his 

clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Eli-

jah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jeru-

salem. Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully 

awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. And as the men were parting from 

him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you 

and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a 

cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice 

had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of 

what they had seen. 

 

God Is With Us  

By Mona McCammon  

 I love the Christmas season.  It is a time of enchantment and anticipation. A time of hope.  

The Christmas trees, the lights, the decorations and carols all add to the feeling of awe and won-

der.  We wait in expectation for that one special day.  Children and adults alike wait in excite-

ment for the gifts that will be under the tree. A time of giving and receiving: “It’s the Most Won-

derful Time of the Year!”   It is the time of the greatest gift-given:  Christ Is Born!  

 The people of Israel had long waited for the promised Savior.  Though many saw and fol-

lowed, they did not fully understand who Jesus was.  They expected a great king that would 

come in splendor and might to save them from their Roman oppressors. 

 Jesus’ disciples did not even fully comprehend.  

 When Peter, John and James went with Jesus to the mountaintop for him to pray, they got a 

glimpse of who Jesus is in His glory.   As Jesus prayed, they saw His face change and his clothes 

became so white and dazzling—whiter than anything bleach could even do!  They saw him talk-

ing to Moses and Elijah! Though fighting sleep before, Peter, James and John were now fully 

awake!  They knew He was God—not created like you and I, but existing before time.  He came 

down in human flesh to live among us. And, not just to live, but to die and to be resurrected to 

life that we might be rescued from our sin and be resurrected to life to live forever with Him.   

 In this continuing long season of the pandemic, everything has been so different. We 

have become weary and many of us depressed. Anxieties have reached an all-time high. Many 

have lost loved ones.  Many have lost jobs and income.  Many are alone and lonely.  This Christ-

mas will be different with so many not being able to be with loved ones and to have the tradi-

tional celebrations.  We ask:  Where is the wonder of Christmas?   

 The wonder of Christmas is not lost.  God came down from heaven to be with us that first 

Christmas.  He is still with us:  Everlasting Father. Never changing. Never ending.  

The same yesterday, today and forever.  

 When dreams crumble—God is with us.  When all hope seems lost—God is 

with us.  When anxieties and troubles overwhelm us—God is with us.  When the 

world around us seems to be spinning out of control—God is with us.  
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 No, the wonder of Christmas is not lost.  For, the little baby in the manger is no mere child. 

He is God come down from heaven.   God with us.  He is the beginning and the end—our Ever-

lasting Father.  When we get to heaven, we will see Him as He is: Glorious!  We will worship Him 

forever and ever.   

 May we have eyes to see this Christmas and sense His presence with us. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What are you waiting for with anticipation this Christmas? 

• How do you see the Christ Child? 
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December 19 

Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him 

into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teach-

ing. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you 

not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered 

her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is neces-

sary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

 

Choose What is Better 

By Cheri Vislay  

 This description of an event in Luke and the comparison of Mary and her sister Martha has 

always resonated with me. When Jesus came to visit Mary and Martha, there was much to do. 

Food had to be prepared, the table needed to be set, there was a need to create room in the 

home for the many visitors who were arriving. In her busyness, Martha looked to her sister Mary 

for help. Where was Mary? She was sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening, worshiping, learning, 

growing.  

 I am definitely a Martha! Always busy, always focused on the tasks at hand. No time to 

slow down. I must get my to-do list finished. If I stop to talk, share, or pray with someone it will 

slow me down. My work might be left unfinished. Jesus in His loving kindness gently reminds 

Martha of what is more important, time with Him to learn and grow in faith. I love how He does it 

too, “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but few 

things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken 

away from her” (Luke 10: 41-42).  

 Jesus did not scold or chastise Martha harshly. He just gently stated the truth. That time 

with Him was “better” and “needed”. Jesus did not say that Martha’s work and preparations 

were not important. Just that Mary chose the most important or needed thing. Yes, there is al-

ways work to be done. Work is important and has deadlines. But we must prioritize time with Je-

sus. Our time with Him sets the tone for the rest of the day and provides direct access to our 

Heavenly Father who gives the strength, wisdom, and perspective that we need to complete our 

work and complete it well.  

 

Points to Ponder 

• Are you more like Mary or Martha? In what ways? 

• How might you make time with Jesus a priority in your life? List 1-2 achievable things that you 

can do right now. 
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December 20 

Luke 11:1-4 

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not 

into temptation.” 

 

Communication with The Father 

By Oluwaseun Aboderin  

 Growing up, there were lots of things I looked up to my earthly father for: teaching me 

how to knot my tie, tying my shoe lace, even learning how to drive, amongst many other things, 

and guess what—he did not disappoint in those regards, which makes me in many ways feel 

more like growing young man. 

 In many more ways we look up to our heavenly father: for a lot of possibilities we hoped 

for, those things we need or want, keeping us safe, providing our every need, even creating an 

atmosphere for thanksgiving. 

 The disciples watched Christ pray and were eager to learn, like my beautiful daughters 

will watch and mimic my every move and then ask me to show them how I was able to do that. 

 They asked Him "Lord teach us to pray" 

 When we are close to our father, we get to learn a lot. Like learning how we pray and 

communicate with him.  

“When you pray, say: Our father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come”. 

 Through Christ we have been reconciled to God and are made his children and so every 

time we pray, we talk to him as his beloved children.  

 When we pray to him, we are talking to our father, also in reverence of his holy name and 

acknowledging his reign, his kingdom 

 Communicating our needs is very important when talking to our father. 

"Give us each day our daily bread". 

 The Lord God is our daily spiritual source. He is our provider. Remember John 6:35 - “I 

am the bread of life.” This means that he can satisfy our utmost needs and desire. He can make 

us full and overflowing with abundant grace. 

 In Christ, God gives us mercy, grace, peace, and love. He washes us with the blood of the 

lamb that was slain for us. If God can show us forgiveness, we can begin also to show for-

giveness and mercy to others who don’t deserve it. 

 We need to watch Jesus closely, learn from him always, and should be able 

to ask and talk to him freely because: 

He is our father. 

He is our bread of life. 

He is our Everlasting father. 
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Points to Ponder 

• How well and often do you communicate with our  

Father? 

• What do you appreciate about the understanding of our everlasting Father? Why? 
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December 21 

Luke 15:11-32 

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 

them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far coun-

try, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a 

severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out 

to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to 

be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than 

enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 

Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still 

a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 

him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and 

put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill 

it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 

and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he said to 

him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 

him back safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated 

him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed 

your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But 

when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fat-

tened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It 

was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 

found.’” 

 

My Father’s Love  

By Wayne Lamy  

My Christian brother and sister, when you read the parable of the “Prodigal Son” do you 

truly appreciate the depths of the Father’s love for you?  If you do not, just maybe, you have not 

taken the time to see glimpses of yourself in the story.   

Are not some of us like the disrespectful and selfish son (the Prodigal)?  The one who dis-

regards the love of his father and essentially treats him as dead to himself, in order that he may 

have his desires realized immediately. Expressing in that decision a desire to have total control 

of his life. Believing that he knows better than the Father.  Others of us, may be more like the el-

der son whose “religion” is duty, but without love.  He also was similarly selfish, hoping that in 

his performance he would be able to demand a blessing from the father at the ex-

pense of a genuine loving relationship with the Father.  Beloved, no amount of 

performance for God can replace a relationship with God.  

But alas, what is the heart of the father.  The Father’s heart, our Father’s 

heart is full of love, grace and compassion towards his sons, towards us.  With the 
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first son, was it not the Father who gave freely even when it hurt him to be disrespected and sep-

arated from the son he loved?  Was it not the father on the son’s return, the one that took the ini-

tiative running out to meet him, expressing His love and acceptance even before one word re-

hearsed by his son was ever uttered?  So too, with the elder son, was it not the father who 

stepped outside in humility to express his love for a son that refused to come inside.  The fa-

ther’s love was grounded in their relationship of being together and not in the duty of his son’s 

“doings”. 

Only when we begin to see the Father’s love calling his sons (all of us with no regard to 

gender) as of  first importance to the intimacy of a loving relationship with him, will we begin to 

comprehend that no amount of “stuff”, no amount of effort or measure of duty can compare to 

the deep love our Father has for us and desires from us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What acts of selfishness or disregard of God have caused you to feel separated from our 

Heavenly Father? 

• Will you choose to go to Him compelled by love or respond out of obligation?  
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December 22 

Luke 18:15-17 

Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw 

it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

 

Be Like a Child!  

By Todd Beall  

 One of my favorite memories of Christmas as a child was the joy of waking up on Christ-

mas day and opening the gifts that my mom had carefully picked out. Now my dear older sister 

tried to enlist me in finding the gifts ahead of time (she would unwrap them and wrap them up 

again!), but for me that ruined the surprise! Later, as parents, Sharon and I received great joy as 

our children opened up the gifts that we had carefully selected. And now that tradition contin-

ues with our 7 grandchildren! For us, as for many, the children were an important focus of our 

celebration. But that is not true in all countries, and it wasn’t true in Jesus’ day. Children were 

considered a nuisance until a certain age when they could be “productive.” 

 Jesus’ attitude towards children was far different. In Matthew 18:1–6, when the disciples 

asked who was the greatest in the kingdom, Jesus set a little child in their midst, and declared 

that the disciples needed to humble themselves just like that child. He went on to add: 

“whoever receives one little child in My name receives Me.” Similarly, in Luke 18:15–17, when 

the disciples rebuked the parents bringing their infants to Jesus, Jesus said, “Let the little chil-

dren come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” He added, 

“Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 

no means enter it.” 

 Why did Jesus value children so much, especially when the culture around him didn’t? In 

the Matthew passage, Jesus specifically singles out their humility. Young children know that 

they don’t have all the answers, and they look to their parents with total, unwavering trust. They 

look at the beauty of the earth, and they know that Someone far greater than they must have cre-

ated it all: it didn’t just “happen”! (see also Job 38:1–4) Sadly, sometimes as we grow older and 

more “educated,” we lose that child-like simplicity and trust, and we think we are wiser than we 

really are. Isaiah 55:8–9 reminds us that God’s ways and thoughts are far above ours. The incar-

nation is a wonderful demonstration of this truth: how the infinite God, the Everlasting Father, 

who created and sustains the universe, came down to earth, being born as a little child to a 

young virgin mother. And He did all of that so that He could redeem us (1 John 4:9–10). What 

amazing love! 

 Far from considering children unworthy of His time, Jesus regarded them as exceedingly 

important. Young or old, rich or poor, healthy or sick, Jesus viewed each person as important. 

May we likewise treat everyone with the same love and concern as Jesus has shown to us. And 

as His precious children, in whatever challenges that come our way, may we learn to have hum-

ble, child-like faith and trust in our wise, loving heavenly Father (Matthew 6:25–

34). 
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A Dutch poem, translated by William Hendrickson (Matthew, p. 689), wonderfully captures the 

thought: 

 

Make me, O Lord, a child again, 

So tender, frail, and small, 

In self possessing nothing, and 

In thee possessing all. 

 

O Savior, make me small once more, 

That downward I may grow, 

And in this heart of mine restore 

The faith of long ago. 

 

With thee may I be crucified– 

No longer I that lives– 

O Savior, crush my sinful pride 

By grace which pardon gives. 

 

Make me, O Lord, a child again, 

Obedient to thy call, 

In self possessing nothing, and 

In thee possessing all. 

 

 

 

Points to Ponder 

• Charles Spurgeon wrote: “To rise to the greatness of grace, we must go down to the little-

ness, the simplicity, and the trustfulness of childhood” (The King Has Come, 246). In what 

ways have you strayed from the simple, humble faith of a child, and what steps can you take 

to recover it? 

52 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is our  

Prince of Peace.   

 

These readings will focus on the work of Je-

sus in his birth, death, and resurrection to 

bring peace between God and man, as 

shown throughout the book of John.  
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My Sermon Notes on 

“Prince of Peace”  

or Other Reflections 
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December 23 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it.  

 

The Light Shines 

By Kelly Herndon  

 What a blessing - “The Light shines in the darkness.”  Praise the Lord for being the light in 

the darkness!  Have you ever experienced true darkness?  If we turn out all the lights at our 

house and sit out back, there is still light around us from neighbors and stores nearby.  Howev-

er, if you have ever gone camping in the mountains or gone out into the country or if you have 

ever lived in a village or area with no electricity, you know that true darkness is much darker 

than we normally think it is.  To be truly without light in the midst of the darkness – no electric 

lights, no fire, no stars, no moon – can be very disconcerting.  Which way do you go?  What dan-

gers lie ahead?  How can you get back to safety? If you have ever experienced an incredibly dif-

ficult time in your life mentally or spiritually, you also understand this darkness to be truly dark. 

 However, as Christians, we don’t have to live in complete darkness!  Jesus is the light that 

shines in the darkness!  He is the light that cannot be overcome by the darkness.  The darkness 

can never extinguish or put Him out!  He will shine in the darkness forever!  He is our source of 

hope and joy in the midst of darkness.  We can’t do it on our own, we need His light to guide us, 

lead us, and show us the way.  We must take the light and run to others and point them to our 

source of strength – Jesus the Light. 

 

May our prayer today be that of the hymn  

“Christ Be Our Light”  

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 

Light for the world to see. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone. 
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Many the gift, many the people 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 

Making Your kingdom come. 

Chorus: 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• Do you have the Light of Christ in your life?  If not, what are you waiting for?  Don’t wait for 

tomorrow to put your hope in the Son of God – Jesus the Messiah – who died on the cross as 

punishment for your sins yet rose to life again three days later! 

• If you do believe, what areas of your life do you need Jesus to shine His light into in order to 

dispel the darkness?  What do you need to give over to Him today? Don’t wait to give your 

whole life to Him. 

• There is a children’s song that says “This little light of mine – I’m going to let it shine…”  Are 

you letting your light shine?  Are you pointing others to Christ and showing them His light in 

your life?  I pray that the Lord will give you opportunities to share His light with others this 

Christmas.  
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December 24 

John 1:6-13 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness 

about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 

Our Shiny Bangle  

By Wavell and Vercell Hodge  

 Recently we ran across a shiny bangle advertisement which intrigued us by its simplicity, 

beauty, message, and background story.  The designer, Angela Lindvall, called it “ The peace 

in me collection”. It is part of a project known as the “Peace Bomb jewelry sustainable solution” 

The jewelry is made from recycled metal found  in the soil of Laos by subsistence farmers  who 

are still accidentally  killed today by exploding mines , vestiges of the Vietnam War—50 years 

ago.  70% of the country’s citizens  depend on  farming to provide income and food for their 

families. Ms. Lindvall said of her jewelry that she was “…. inspired by the sacred geometry” 

comparing it to "….the innate structure in all mankind and nature … we can not separate our-

selves from nature or the planet. It is a symbiotic relationship. We are one.” She inscribed the 

bangle with the words “I AM LOVE I AM LIGHT I AM PEACE.” She seems to have gotten the 

idea, but her facts are all wrong. 

 

 

 No one  or material thing on earth can bring Love, Light, and Peace to the 

world  in a sustainable way. We know from the Bible that this is only accom-

plished through Christ Jesus.  He is called the Prince of Peace, not because he 
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came to banish armed conflict, ban bombs, or establish earthly treaties. In Matthew 10:34 he told 

us not to expect that.  (“Do not suppose I come to bring peace to the earth.”) He was far more 

consequential than that.  His role was to  reconcile the war in our hearts with His Father.  (Romans 

5:1 says, “...Since we are justified through faith we have peace with God through our Lord Je-

sus.”) This peace causes Christ’s light to shine in us and is reflected from us. (John 1:3, 4, 9 says, 

“In him was life and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in darkness… The 

darkness has not overcome it. The true light that gives light to everyone coming into the world.”)  

It serves as a lamp for us going forward to guide our path and is a reflection for others to see. 

This brings love and joy to and in our hearts for God and our fellowman.  

1 John:7-9 says, “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus.”  

 

Points to Ponder 

• As you reflect on  Christmas, be thinking of how Christ is recycling your heart sustainably.  

How can you honor Him through acts that demonstrate  Love, Peace and Joy the very essence 

of Christ's light in us? 
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December 25—MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

John 1:14-18 

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 

he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) For 

from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Mo-

ses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 

the Father's side, he has made him known. 

 

The Word Becomes Flesh 

By Abraham Ajenifuja 

 The current US election will be sorted out soon, but it is creating anxieties, uncertainties, 

and insecurities in the hearts and minds of people building upon what many have already been 

experiencing, including COVID-19. There is no hope in chatter of social media and network 

news in how to allay fears. 

INTIMACY  

 If we want to know how God has always planned to solve these problems, we have to look 

at how God created the world. In Genesis, God created the world by His spoken Word in the 

first five days. (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26, 29) It was only on the sixth day that God created 

by breathing into Adam’s nostrils. (Genesis 2:7) This shows a level of intimacy that is only spe-

cial to human. (John 1:14)  

INTEGRITY 

 The integrity of God’s Word is that it will always do what He promises. They are Yes and 

Amen of God. (2 Corinthians 1:20) It heals broken hearts, calm fears, consoles grief, reconciles 

and restores broken relationship. The Word is Jesus, the Christ, the Living and written Word of 

God. As John, the baptizer pointed to Jesus in those days, those who know Jesus today as the 

WORD of GOD, must point and bear witness to Him because Jesus is the embodiment of Truth. 

(John 1:15)  

 There is none amongst us who has always been absolutely truthful. All we call truth is 

tainted by our inclination to speak half-truth, embellished truth and dress up lie in form of truth. 

(Romans 3:10-18) The opposite of truth is lie which is sin.  

 Anyone who claims to have never sinned is not speaking the truth about themselves. (1 

John 1:8 ) Whether intended to deceive or not, lies breakdown relationship between us and God 

and between us and our neighbors. When relationship is broken, there is no peace with God 

and there is no peace of God which leads to societal problems, unrest, altogether affecting the 

expression of the Beauty of the glory of God.  

INDWELLING 

 Digging deeper we will find todays problems rooted in lack of truth. But when someone 

believes in Jesus and God becomes flesh in the heart, two things happen. First, 

God forgives all sins, past, present and future immediately. They will Never be 

counted against us. This is God’s Mercy. Second, God makes a permanent dwell-

ing in our hearts.  God’s Holy Spirit teaches us in understanding Truth and trains 

us in how to express it as the Beauty of the Glory of God. This is God’s Grace.  

(Ephesians 2:8-9) Both Grace and Truth are found only in Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)  
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Points to Ponder 

• Is Jesus your Prince of Peace? Why or Why not? (John 1:18)  

• The joy of Christmas is that the Prince of Peace has come to earth in the Person of Jesus Christ. 

(Isaiah 9:6)  Anyone who believes in Jesus has the Truth of God’s Glory in their hearts. (1 John 

3:18-19) Jesus brings life out of death, stabilizes us with grace and mercy, gives us hope in 

times of despair and confidence in times of uncertainties. I pray you will invite the Beauty of 

God, Lord Jesus into your heart this Christmas.  
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December 26 

John 3:1-21 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Je-

sus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 

can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 

born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he can-

not enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 

Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told 

you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one 

has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not con-

demned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, 

and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone 

who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be ex-

posed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 

works have been carried out in God.”  

 

From Being Bored to Being “Born Again”  

By Udo Nwachukwu  

 1976 would be my best Christmas. My cousin had invited me to a Gospel Crusade and I 

went because they promised to show a movie. For a 17-year teenager bored in a village without 

electricity and TV, any movie will do. On this December 26, 1976 I watched the Jesus Film for 

the first time.  

 Afterwards, I listened to the preacher explain the gospel and I realized that I needed a 

savior - Jesus Christ; otherwise I was headed to hell. I repented of my sins, believed and trusted 

Jesus, and asked Him to forgive me. I was "born again" by the power of the Holy Spirit with a 

brand new life and a relationship with God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and God the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Let’s not under estimate what God can do for anyone of any age. Jesus told 

Nicodemus, “Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind 

blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 

comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 

3:8) We cannot explain the work of grace that raises a spiritually dead person to a 
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brand-new life. No one is exempt and the promise is to “whosever believes in Him”. 

 Jesus is still doing the same today. He is calling the young and old to Himself. Will you join 

the army of Christ in introducing people to Jesus just as my cousin did?  

 As a regular Catholic Sunday-Mass-attending boy then, I did not have a clue I needed a 

relationship with God and I did not know that my good deeds weren't enough to appease God 

for my sins.  

 I encourage you to trust this God who does the impossible things and gives life to the 

dead. He chose to come as 100% God and 100% human to atone for our sins as the perfect sacri-

fice. What else can’t He do for you as you put your trust in Him. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• Are you that teenager/young person like me in 1976—not knowing that you need a personal 

relationship with God? Repent and trust Him today. I went to church but I was clueless and 

dead.  

• Do you have a cousin, nephew, neighbor who you can introduce to Jesus Christ? Even a sim-

ple Gospel tract can and has changed lives forever. May missions be our goal for 2021 and 

beyond. Amen! 
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December 27 

John 14:1-6 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 

rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 

also. And you know the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  

 

The Way, the Truth, the Life 

By Robert Moore  

 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.” When Jesus’ disci-

ples should have been comforting Him in view of what lay ahead for Him, He graciously pro-

ceeded to comfort them by clarifying what lay ahead for them. The God of all comfort (2 Corin-

thians 1:3) comforted His own people. The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) offered the peace of God 

(John 14:27). God’s revelations about Himself and about the future should comfort, encourage, 

and strengthen God’s people. In the believer’s heart, trusting Jesus leads to genuine peace. 

“In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; …” The Father’s house is heaven: the place 

where we are loved for our own sakes, where we are always welcome, where we can retire from 

the strife of this world, where loved ones are together in unending, genuine fellowship. The Fa-

ther’s house has “dwelling places” adequate to accommodate all believers. There we will forev-

er enjoy the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

“I will come again and receive you to Myself, …” In the future, Jesus will return to receive us 

to Himself physically so we will be where He is: in heaven. Heaven is splendid; however, the 

greatest blessing of heaven will be our ceaseless personal fellowship with the Lord Jesus, not the 

opulent splendor of heaven itself. There the glory of the Lord will be revealed fully; His glory 

will illumine us forever. 

“You know the way where I am going.” Jesus had revealed to the disciples that faith in Jesus 

leads to eternal life (John 3:14–15). 

“Lord, how do we know the way?” Thomas wanted to know Jesus’ exact destination and how 

to get there. 

“I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” Jesus 

is the way to God, the truth from God, and the life of God. Faith in Him is the way to redemption 

and to heaven. To know Him, one believes the saving truth of the gospel. Jesus is both life and 

the source of life to believers. No one comes to God the Father except through faith in Jesus 

Christ the Son (Acts 4:12). Salvation occurs when a sinner believes who Jesus is, what Jesus ac-

complished by dying on the cross, and that Jesus has risen from the dead. 

Ironically, soon “the Way” would hang on a cross, apparently impotent; “the Truth” would 

endure disgraceful lies of scornful mockers who thought ultimate victory was 

theirs; and “the Life” would become a lifeless corpse, hastily laid in a borrowed 

tomb. 

The irony vanished when Jesus rose from the dead. 
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Points to Ponder 

• Is your heart troubled? Trust Jesus, the Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace. 

• Do you desire to know God? Trust Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of faith. 

• Do you yearn for deeper intimacy with God? Trust Jesus and the Word of God. 

64 



December 28 

John 19:17-30 

and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is 

called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews 

said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one 

part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bot-

tom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This 

was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing 

they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to 

the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full 

of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to 

his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 

 

Sacrifice for Others 

By Carlos Gonzalez  

 As the humans that we are, usually we will be ready to do something for somebody that 

has done something good for us. Even in the Bible we read about Peter saying to Jesus “…I will 

lay down my life for Your sake.” (John 13:37b), but sometimes, we are not even ready to sacrifice 

for our own kids. They will ask “Mom/Dad, can you please help me with this?” and the response 

is often “Don’t you see that I am just back from work and I’m tired?”  

 But, if we just pay close attention to the example of Jesus we will be able to understand 

much better about what sacrificing for others is.  

 

“He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the place of a skull,… where they crucified Him,

…”  

(John 19:17b-18a) 

 He was ready to walk the extra mile. He was ready to help the needy. He was ready to 

give His own life for everybody’s life. The question is: Why was He ready to do all 

of that for us? Is it just because, we think, we are good enough to deserve that 

kind of sacrifice?  

 He was ready to forgive them all, even though they mistreated Him.  
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“And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do’…” (Luke 23:34a) 

 The Lord Jesus - with his sacrifice in the cross - He gave not just something good, not even 

the better or the best of Him, but He gave without any repair, the most exceptional part of Him. 

He gave His own life for all of us, so that we can have peace in us  “…the chastisement of our 

peace was upon Him…” (Isiah 53:5b) 

 In this special time of the year, when we celebrate the nativity of our Lord Jesus, let's con-

tinue placing our eyes on Him. Let’s learn to be compassionate with others as Jesus was. Let’s 

love each other as Jesus loved us. Let’s live in peace with others as Jesus lived. And finally, let’s 

remember that He, the King, was not born in a palace but in a stable. He, the King, lived a life of 

service for everybody. He, the King, was able to forgive completely to all His detractors. He, the 

King, died in a cross so that we will be able to live. He came as a servant, He lived helping the 

most needed, and finally He sacrificed His life for the peace of everybody. And that is why He is 

the Prince of Peace. 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What sacrifice can you make for others? 

• How much of yourself will you be able to sacrifice for other people? Your time? Your money? 

Your career? 

• Up to what extent will you be able to forgive other people when they offend you? Will we be 

able to fully forgive them or will you forgive them just in part? 
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December 29 

John 20:1-18 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 

and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and 

they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 

did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths 

but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and 

one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus 

said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teach-

er). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 

had said these things to her. 

 

Peace is Found with Jesus 

By Mike Maslin 

 Recently, Katie and I began playing “hide and seek” with our two-year-old daughter Mel-

ody. In our version, we hide a doll or toy, and she will search for it. When she finds it, her face is 

full of wonder. She has found what she is looking for! 

 In life, everyone is searching for peace and trying to find it. Peace truly is a universal 

longing inside each person. God created us to know peace. Because of sin we don’t experience 

it automatically, so we search for it. 

 In today’s passage, Jesus’ followers woke up two mornings after Jesus’ crucifixion search-

ing for peace. They were filled with all the opposite feelings of peace – confusion, depression, 

and disappointment. After all, their savior was dead…or so they thought. 

 We see Mary Magdalene going to the tomb, even though she knew Jesus had been killed. 

Something was drawing her – she was searching. She knew, from her own life experience, that 

peace was found with Jesus and He alone could give it (Luke 8:2). Her heart was 

troubled without the peace He brought. 

 When she saw the empty tomb, she ran and told Peter and John. Maybe she 

didn’t know what else to do. What if someone had stolen the body! Her mind must 

have been racing.  
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 When Peter and John heard, they raced over to investigate themselves. I’m sure the 

thought had crossed their mind, “Why bother – he’s dead?” Or perhaps, “Mary’s just imagining 

things.” But like Mary, there was something that drew them – something they too were searching 

for. After all, they had been following Jesus for three years and had tasted the peace He could 

bring. 

 When John looked into the empty tomb and saw the clothes of Jesus laid out in orderly 

fashion, the Bible says, “He saw and believed (verse 8).” The word “saw” here doesn’t just mean 

eyesight, but a perceptive understanding. The eyes of his heart and mind were opened – true 

belief.  

 Later, Mary Magdalene was speaking with someone she thought was the gardener about 

everything that was happening. But it wasn’t the gardener; it was Jesus! Mary turned around and 

saw Jesus as He called her name. Just like John, the eyes of her heart and mind were opened = 

true belief. Oh the wonder she must have felt. 

 As you long for peace in your life, remember that the peace you are searching for is al-

ways found with Jesus. John found peace when he believed Jesus was God. Mary found peace 

when she heard and saw the Lord.  Yes, He had been crucified. But they saw that He was strong-

er than the grave. 

 We must remember that peace and belief go together. Peace is not a vague feelings. It’s 

connected to the Person of the resurrected Jesus Christ, for “He Himself is our peace (Ephesians 

2:14).” 

 

Points to Ponder 

• How are you searching for peace – and where are you going to find it?  

• How has belief in Jesus changed the way you think about peace?  
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December 30 

John 20:19-21 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 

were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, even so I am sending you.” 

 

“...So Send I You” 

By Bob Wiltrout  

 Does this mean that we’re expected to do everything that Jesus did?  Wow, no pres-

sure!  No, these verses are not about what you’re being sent to do.  Many of the things that Jesus 

did – the sinless life, the cross, rising from the dead – only had to be done once, and He did 

them.   This is not about the specific tasks, it’s about the way you’re being sent. 

 Jesus wasn’t sent alone.  His Father was with him every step of the way.  He promises that 

the Holy Spirit will with us the same way.  It’s not up to our strength, our wisdom, our ability to 

win arguments.  It’s about letting the Spirit of God work through us the same way that Jesus let 

the power of the Father work through Him.  We’re sent to let Him work through us. 

 Jesus got his agenda one day at a time.  He said “I look around, see what my Father is do-

ing, and join in.”  Can we show mercy where God wants to show mercy (which is everywhere) 

and love the people that God loves (which is everyone)?  Jesus did.  Sometimes He had a 

plan.  But mostly He just responded to the people God brought to Him.  That’s what we’re sent to 

do.  

 Most important of all, Jesus let people see who God really is and what He wants.  When 

Jesus arrived, so many people had wrong ideas about God.  Most of the people you and I know 

have the same problem.  When Phillip asked to see the Father, Jesus said, “If you’ve seen me, 

you’ve seen the Father.”  If we’re sent the way that Jesus was, people should be able to see the 

Father in us.  If they can, we’re being sent the way He was. 

 God’s power, one day at a time, let them see the Father.  Not always easy, but nothing we 

can’t handle, right? 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What part of being sent this way is hardest for you?  

• Do you think the disciples understood what He was telling them? 

• Why do you think Jesus said “Peace be unto you” before giving them their mission? 
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Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Unto Us! 

By Michael Foster  

 There is nothing like a present with your name on it! When I was a kid, I remember racing 

my younger brother downstairs to the tree on Christmas morning and hunting to see which pre-

sents had my name on them. The larger the present, or the more decorated the box, the more 

exciting it was to see “Michael” printed on the tag. Of course, there always seemed to be that 

one present we both wanted – the one standing tall like a guardian over all the lesser gifts, the 

one wrapped with the brightest paper and shiniest ribbon, the one that seemed to cue an or-

chestra of Christmas music in our heads every time one of us laid our eyes on it. And there was 

nothing worse to me than discovering that this present – the “one” present – was tagged for 

“Christopher.” To this day, long after learning it is “more blessed to give than to receive,” I can’t 

help but scour through a pile of presents at my parents’ house looking for my name! 

 There are some amazing words in Isaiah 9:6-7, including all the majestic titles of Messiah. 

But there are two tiny little words (just one three-letter word in Hebrew, actually) that make all 

the difference: TO US. The “TO US” takes the gift of Jesus – the wisdom of the Wonderful Counse-

lor, the power of the Mighty God, the love of the Everlasting Father, and the peace of the Prince 

of Peace – and tags it with my name, and with your name, and with the names of all those who 

have received Jesus! Think about it, it could just say “For a child is born, a son is given.” But, no, 

it is all “to us”! God emphasizes that this is TO US, this is FOR US, this is because of His love FOR 

US!  

 Of course, Jesus is the reason for the season, and there would be no Christmas without 

Him. But He came not for His own sake, and He reigns not for His own sake, and He is named not 

for His own sake – it’s all TO US! So, how does it feel knowing that the greatest gift is tagged with 

your name? Jesus came for you, died for your sin, and rose again to give you life! And “to all who 

receive Him, to those who believe in His name, He gives the right to become children of 

God” (John 1:12). If you have not unwrapped that gift, the invitation is yours to receive Jesus and 

His gift of salvation! 

 

Points to Ponder 

• What does it mean to you today that Jesus came for YOU?  

• What is one thing from this devotional journey that you want to especially re-

member in the new year? 
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