
 

 

 

 

   



 
  

Our story … 

My wife, Julie, and I were born in the 

Central African Republic and moved 
here to the U.S. about 27 years ago. We 
have been married for almost 31 years 
and were blessed with three beautiful 
children: Becky, Michael and Irene.  

 

About 12 years ago, we moved from 
Ohio to Lynchburg, Virginia, to join the 
ministry of World Help, a Christian 
humanitarian aid organization. My  
family and I had been settled in our new 
home only 6 months when tragedy 
struck. On Tuesday, Sept. 2, 2008, my 
youngest daughter, Irene, asked me for 
permission to go swimming at a 
neighbor’s house. 
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Irene Hope Mad-Bondo 

Cyrus and 
Julie Mad-

Bondo turned 
the pain of 
losing their 

daughter into 
a blessing for 

vulnerable 
children in the 

Central 
African 

Republic. 

 

She never returned home. 
 

Not even an hour later I learned 
Irene had drowned in that 
swimming pool. Julie and I were 
devastated. 
 

Soon afterward, my co-workers 
at World Help raised money and 
donated the proceeds to build a 
children’s home in memory of 
Irene in the country of my birth.  
 

My family and I were so 
honored by this tribute in our 
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daughter’s memory — that God 
would be glorified through this 
children’s home. 
 
Bridging the gap 
 

Irene’s Home of Hope was 
established in Bangui, the 
capital city of the Central 
African Republic, in 2010 to 
bridge the gap for vulnerable 
children whose parents had 
died from war and preventable 
diseases. It provides a safe and 
loving environment for them to 
receive an education and be 
taught the Word of God. 
 

The first children to live at the 
facility were from the province 
of Bangassou, where Julie and I 
were married. These seven 
children had not only lost their 
parents, they had lost hope. 
 

Under the care of Barthelemy 
and his wife, Viola Zango, who 
are both strong believers and 
leaders in the local church in 
Bangui, these and other 
children have thrived  
during the past 10 years.  
 

Barthelemy and Viola Zango, top photo, have loved 
and nurtured children at Irene’s Home of Hope for the 
past decade. Not only are the children’s physical needs 
met, but they are also taught the Word of God. The 
look of despair is evident on the children’s faces in the 
photo above when they first arrived at the home. But 
after living at Irene’s Home of Hope for only a short 
time, these young people have undergone a complete 
transformation (see photos on next page).  
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There’s a noticeable difference in the 
children once they begin living at Irene’s 

Home of Hope. As they heal from the 
poverty, violence and other traumas that 

have plagued them all their lives, their 
little personalities begin to blossom. In 

the photos above and at right, the 
children are all smiles as they go about 

their daily lives. Thank you for investing 
in these children and letting them know 

that someone on the other side of the 
world loves them and wants them to 

have a brighter future. 

Irene’s Home of Hope 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
                                                      ~ Proverbs 22:6 



 
  

Our mission 
 
The strategy for Irene’s Home of 
Hope is to bridge the gap by caring 
for vulnerable and orphaned 
children whose lives have been 
impacted by war and illness. This 
transitional home exists to educate 
children academically and biblically 
for the purpose of reuniting them 
with their relatives.  
 

During the past 10 years, 16 children 
were fed, educated and taught the 
Word of God. 
 

Caretakers and house mothers such 
as Therese and Jeannette have been 
instrumental in the care and nurture 
of these children. This children’s 
home gives them more than a job — 
it gives them a ministry to combat 
the orphan crisis in the Central 
African Republic. 

 
 
 

For the past eight years, the Central 
African Republic has experienced a 
horrific war, causing the devastation of 
numerous families. The ministry of 
Irene’s Home of Hope is focused on 
preparing vulnerable children to be 
productive members of society. We also 
try to reunite these children with 
relatives whenever possible. 
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2020 update on children 
 

At the beginning of this year, two boys and 
two girls were reunited with relatives in 
the provinces where the children were 
born. Their relatives were thrilled to have 
the children join them, especially since 
they are now adolescents. Even though  
 

their parents may have passed away, 
these young people are blessed to once 
again be with family after the eight-year 
war in the CAR. Thanks to your generous 
and faithful support, the children below 
are happy, healthy and living with family 
members.  
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Children reunited with family members 
 

Delphine Yakeza 
 

Naomi Yassipa 
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Nov. 8 is Orphan Sunday 
 
As you know, this has been an unbelievably challenging year, 
so the call to stand with orphans has never been more 
important. 

Every Christian is called to care for the fatherless (James 1:27), 
in different ways. No one is exempt. 
 

Orphan Sunday is a way for us to celebrate continued 
involvement in orphan care around the world. 
 
 

 

Giving help to 
the poor is like 
loaning money 
to the Lord. He 

will pay you 
back for your 

kindness.                             
~ Proverbs 19:17 
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Jason Aouda Dangoa 
 

Esther Koumba 
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I thank my God upon every    
remembrance of you. ~ Philippians 1:3 
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For the past decade, many people have 
invested in the lives of these children through 
sponsorship. You have made sure the children 
are clothed, fed physically and spiritually, 
receive a quality education, have access to 
medical care and learn about the God who 
loves them.  
 

Many sponsors have written letters, sent gifts, 
and prayed for these children. You have 
helped create a rich experience of family for 
them, as well as provided an opportunity for 
them to be part of God’s family. 
 

These children are grateful … and my family 
and I are so thankful for you. 
 

Despite these days of uncertainty, lockdowns 
and quarantines around the world, these 
children have continued to flourish, thanks to 
your constant and generous support through 
sponsorship.  
 

On behalf of my family and these children, I 
want to thank each of you for being the 
 hands and feet of Jesus — and using  
your blessings from the Lord to bless 
 these vulnerable children.  
 
 
 

We are so thankful for you! 
 


