
Christ No Matter What 
Philippians 3:1-14 

 
There are many reasons to have confidence in the flesh, and we must 

beware of false teachers that teach us to rely on a human-based 
confidence. But the lifelong journey of knowing and pursuing Christ is 

superior to everything else, including the greatest human attainments. 
 

 

➢ There were many false teachers in that day who promoted 
confidence in the flesh (verses 1-3). 
 
 

➢ Paul’s reasons for confidence in the flesh included his 
heritage, his upbringing, his accomplishments, and his 
reputation  (verses 4-6). 
 

 

➢ Paul changed his mind about what is truly beneficial. The 
superiority of knowing Christ is greater than the pursuits of 
his flesh.  
 

➢ The pursuit of Christlikeness (being like Christ) overtook Paul’s 
life. Christlikeness includes… 
 

o knowing the power of His resurrection (victory),  
o the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings (ministry)  
o becoming like Him in His death (sacrifice). (v. 10) 

 
➢ Paul’s three keys for pursuing Christlikeness (verses 12-14, 

16): 
o The past means nothing 
o You have never arrived (until heaven) 
o Don’t go backward 

 
 

 

 
 

T A K E  A C T I O N  T O D A Y  

✓ Go to www.forcey.org/next-steps/meet-jesus to learn more about receiving 
Jesus. 

✓ Memorize Philippians 3:7-14 this week and allow the beauty and glory of this 
great passage stir your heart. 

✓ Commit to daily practices and habits that place Christ at the forefront of your 
mind. 

 

F O R  F U R T H E R  R E F L E C T I O N  

 

✓ Continue to read Philippians weekly! 
✓ Meditate on and memorize Philippians 3:7-14 
✓ Listen to “All I Once Held Dear” by Robin Mark at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxpPIa-BskY 
✓ For in-depth study of the passage, watch the text outlining videos from Desiring 

God (there are multiple). Go to:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NEBjCsZDaY or search youtube “John 
Piper Philippians 3” 

 

 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  R E F L E C T I O N  

 

1. What stood out to you most from the message? 
2. Verse 2 “Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of 

the flesh” features intense language. Why is it NOT an overreaction? 
3. Paul makes an impressive list of reasons for his own human confidence (in 

verses 4-6). What are some things that would be on your list of human 
confidence? 

4. In verses 7-8, Paul describes how he made up his mind that the things on his list 
were as loss. How are the things on your list a loss compared to knowing 
Christ? 

5. What does it look like to consider the things on your list a loss? (Does it mean 
actually disowning those things?)  

6. Verses 10-11 describe the pursuit of Christlikeness. Discuss how some of these 
aspects of Christlikeness can play out in your life? 

7. Verse 13 tells us that we will never “arrive” this side of heaven. Should that 
truth be discouraging, or motivating? Discuss. 

8. In verse 14 (and 16), we see Paul’s three keys to pursuing Christ: The past 
means nothing, You have never arrived (until heaven) and, Don’t go backwards. 
Which of these keys do you need to implement in your life in your pursuit of 
Christ? 
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