FORCEY BIBLE CHURCH
ARTICLES OF FAITH
Scripture references
1.

The Scripture
2 Tim. 3:16–17 (NET)
“Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the person dedicated to God may be capable and
equipped for every good work.”
2 Pet. 1:21 (NET)
“…for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried along by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

2.

God
Deut. 6:4 (NET)
“Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD is one.”
Isa. 45:5–6 (NET)
“I am the LORD, I have no peer; there is no God but me. I arm you for battle, even though
you do not recognize me. I do this so people will recognize from east to west that there is
no God but me; I am the LORD, I have no peer.”
Ps. 90:2 (NET)
“Even before the mountains came into existence, or you brought the world into being,
you were the eternal God.”
Matt. 28:19–20 (NET)
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
2 Cor. 13:14 (NET)
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.”
John 1:1–2 (NET)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was fully
God. The Word was with God in the beginning.”
Acts 5:3–4 (NET)
“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and
keep back for yourself part of the proceeds from the sale of the land? Before it was sold,
did it not belong to you? And when it was sold, was the money not at your disposal? How
have you thought up this deed in your heart? You have not lied to people but to God!’”
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a.

The Father

Gen. 1:1 (NET)
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Ps. 102:25 (NET)
“In earlier times you established the earth; the skies are your handiwork.”
1 Cor. 8:6 (NET)
“…yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we
live, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
live.”
Eph. 1:3 (NET)
“Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ.”
John 1:12–13 (NET)
“But to all who have received him—those who believe in his name—he has given the
right to become God’s children—children not born by human parents or by human desire
or a husband’s decision, but by God.”
b.

The Son

Matt. 3:16, 17 (NET)
“After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, the heavens opened
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming on him. And a voice
from heaven said, ‘This is my one dear Son; in him I take great delight.’”
Rom. 1:4 (NET)
“…who was appointed the Son-of-god-in-power according to the Holy Spirit by the
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
John 1:3 (NET)
“All things were created by him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has
been created.”
Col. 1:15–17 (NET)
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, for all things in
heaven and on earth were created by him—all things, whether visible or invisible,
whether thrones or dominions, whether principalities or powers—all things were created
through him and for him. He himself is before all things and all things are held together
in him.”
Heb. 1:3 (NET)
“The Son is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word, and so when he had accomplished cleansing for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
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Matt. 1:20 (NET)
“When he had contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
Matt. 1:18–23 (NET)
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his mother Mary was engaged
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. Because Joseph, her husband to be, was a righteous man, and because he did not
want to disgrace her, he intended to divorce her privately. When he had contemplated
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.’ This all happened so that what was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet would be fulfilled: ‘Look! The virgin will conceive and bear a son,
and they will call him Emmanuel,’ which means ‘God with us.’”
Luke 1:31–35 (NET)
“‘Listen: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of his father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his
kingdom will never end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since I have not had
sexual relations with a man?’ The angel replied, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will
be holy; he will be called the Son of God.’”
Phil. 2:5–8 (NET)
“You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had, who though
he existed in the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be
grasped, but emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, by looking like other men,
and by sharing in human nature. He humbled himself, by becoming obedient to the point
of death—even death on a cross!”
Heb. 4:15 (NET)
“For we do not have a high priest incapable of sympathizing with our weaknesses, but
one who has been tempted in every way just as we are, yet without sin.”
John 6:38 (NET)
“For I have come down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who
sent me.”
1 Pet. 3:18 (NET)
“Because Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, to bring you to God,
by being put to death in the flesh but by being made alive in the spirit.”
Rom. 4:25 (NET)
“He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our
justification.”
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1 Cor. 15:3–4 (NET)
“For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received—that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the
third day according to the scriptures, …”
1 Cor. 15:5–8 (NET)
“…and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all,
as though to one born at the wrong time, he appeared to me also.”
Heb. 1:3 (NET)
“The Son is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word, and so when he had accomplished cleansing for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
Heb. 7:25 (NET)
“So he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them.”
John 14:1–3 (NET)
“‘Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also in me. There are
many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I
am going away to make ready a place for you. And if I go and make ready a place for
you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so that where I am you may be too.’”
1 Thess. 4:13–18 (NET)
“Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are
asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep as Christians. For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who
have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout of
command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be
with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.”
Isa. 9:6–7 (NET)
“For a child has been born to us, a son has been given to us. He shoulders responsibility
and is called: Extraordinary Strategist, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His dominion will be vast and he will bring immeasurable prosperity. He will rule on
David’s throne and over David’s kingdom, establishing it and strengthening it by
promoting justice and fairness, from this time forward and forevermore. The LORD’s
intense devotion to his people will accomplish this.”
c.

The Holy Spirit

John 3:3–8 (NET)
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“Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born from above, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can a man be born when he is
old? He cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a second time, can he?’ Jesus
answered, ‘I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born of water and spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of
the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to you, “You must all be born from
above.” The wind blows wherever it will, and you hear the sound it makes, but do not
know where it comes from and where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.’”
Tit. 3:5 (NET)
“…he saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the basis of his
mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, …”
Eph. 1:13–14 (NET)
“And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)—when you
believed in Christ—you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit, who is
the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of God’s own possession, to
the praise of his glory.”
Eph. 4:30 (NET)
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.”
John 14:16–17 (NET)
“‘Then I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you
forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it does not see him
or know him. But you know him, because he resides with you and will be in you.’”
Rom. 8:9 (NET)
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to
him.”
1 Cor. 6:19 (NET)
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God, and you are not your own?”
1 Cor. 12:13 (NET)
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Whether Jews or Greeks or slaves
or free, we were all made to drink of the one Spirit.”
1 Pet. 1:2 (NET)
“[chosen] according to the foreknowledge of God the Father by being set apart by the
Spirit for obedience and for sprinkling with Jesus Christ’s blood. May grace and peace be
yours in full measure!”
Rom. 8:14 (NET)
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.”
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Rom. 8:26–27 (NET)
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how we should
pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on behalf
of the saints according to God’s will.”
Acts 1:8 (NET)
“‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.’”
John 16:7–11 (NET)
“‘But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. For if I do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you. And when
he comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment—concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness,
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; and concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.’”
3.

Man
Gen. 1:26–27 (NET)
“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over all the creatures that move on the earth.’ God created mankind in his own image, in
the image of God he created them, male and female he created them.”
Gen. 2:17 (NET)
“…but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you
eat from it you will surely die.”
Rom. 5:12–21 (NET)
“So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, and so
death spread to all people because all sinned—for before the law was given, sin was in
the world, but there is no accounting for sin when there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam until Moses even over those who did not sin in the same way that Adam (who is a
type of the coming one) transgressed. But the gracious gift is not like the transgression.
For if the many died through the transgression of the one man, how much more did the
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ multiply to the many!
And the gift is not like the one who sinned. For judgment, resulting from the one
transgression, led to condemnation, but the gracious gift from the many failures led to
justification. For if, by the transgression of the one man, death reigned through the one,
how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ! Consequently, just as
condemnation for all people came through one transgression, so too through the one
righteous act came righteousness leading to life for all people. For just as through the
disobedience of the one man many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of
one man many will be made righteous. Now the law came in so that the transgression
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may increase, but where sin increased, grace multiplied all the more, so that just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Ps. 51:5 (NET)
“Look, I was prone to do wrong from birth; I was a sinner the moment my mother
conceived me.”
Isa. 64:6 (NET)
“We are all like one who is unclean, all our so-called righteous acts are like a menstrual
rag in your sight. We all wither like a leaf; our sins carry us away like the wind.”
Rom. 3:23 (NET)
“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Rom. 5:12 (NET)
“So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, and so
death spread to all people because all sinned—…”
Eph. 2:1–3 (NET)
“And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you formerly
lived according to this world’s present path, according to the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of disobedience, among whom
all of us also formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the
desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the rest.”
1 John 1:8 (NET)
“If we say we do not bear the guilt of sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not
in us.”
1 John 1:10 (NET)
“If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar and his word is not in us.”
4.

Redemption
Rom. 3:23–24 (NET)
“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But they are justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”
Rom. 6:23 (NET)
“For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Heb. 9:22 (NET)
“Indeed according to the law almost everything was purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
Rom. 3:21–26 (NET)
“But now apart from the law the righteousness of God (which is attested by the law and
the prophets) has been disclosed—namely, the righteousness of God through the
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faithfulness of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But they are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. God publicly displayed him at his death as
the mercy seat accessible through faith. This was to demonstrate his righteousness,
because God in his forbearance had passed over the sins previously committed. This was
also to demonstrate his righteousness in the present time, so that he would be just and the
justifier of the one who lives because of Jesus’ faithfulness.”
Rom. 4:25 (NET)
“He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake of our
justification.”
2 Cor. 5:21 (NET)
“God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would
become the righteousness of God.”
Eph. 1:7 (NET)
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace…”
John 3:36 (NET)
“The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. The one who rejects the Son will not
see life, but God’s wrath remains on him.”
Rom. 10:9 (NET)
“…because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Eph. 2:8–9 (NET)
“For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God; it is not from works, so that no one can boast.”
Tit. 3:5 (NET)
“…he saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the basis of his
mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, …”
5.

Christian Life
a.

Security

John 10:27–29 (NET)
“My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish; no one will snatch them from my hand. My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them from my Father’s
hand.”
Rom. 8:33–39 (NET)
“Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is the one
who will condemn? Christ is the one who died (and more than that, he was raised), who
8 of 21

is at the right hand of God, and who also is interceding for us. Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we encounter death all day long; we
were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we have complete
victory through him who loved us! For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that are present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
2 Tim. 1:12 (NET)
“Because of this, in fact, I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, because I know the one
in whom my faith is set and I am convinced that he is able to protect what has been
entrusted to me until that day.”
1 John 5:13 (NET)
“I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.”
b.

Sanctification

Heb. 10:10 (NET)
“By his will we have been made holy through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.”
Rom. 1:16–17 (NET)
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For the righteousness of God is revealed
in the gospel from faith to faith, just as it is written, ‘The righteous by faith will live.’”
1 Pet. 2:2 (NET)
“And yearn like newborn infants for pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up to
salvation, …”
2 Pet. 3:18 (NET)
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the
honor both now and on that eternal day.”
1 Thess. 5:23 (NET)
“Now may the God of peace himself make you completely holy and may your spirit and
soul and body be kept entirely blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Jude 24 (NET)
“Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and to cause you to stand,
rejoicing, without blemish before his glorious presence, …”
c.

Spirit-filled life

John 14:15–21 (NET)
“‘If you love me, you will obey my commandments. Then I will ask the Father, and he
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will give you another Advocate to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot accept, because it does not see him or know him. But you know him,
because he resides with you and will be in you. I will not abandon you as orphans, I will
come to you. In a little while the world will not see me any longer, but you will see me;
because I live, you will live too. You will know at that time that I am in my Father and
you are in me and I am in you. The person who has my commandments and obeys them
is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will
love him and will reveal myself to him.’”
Gal. 2:20 (NET)
“I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.
So the life I now live in the body, I live because of the faithfulness of the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.”
Gal. 5:16 (NET)
“But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh.”
Gal. 5:22–25 (NET)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Now those who belong
to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let
us also behave in accordance with the Spirit.”
Eph. 5:18 (NET)
“And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery, but be filled by the Spirit, …”
d.

Separated living

Rom. 6:11–14 (NET)
“So you too consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its desires, and do not present
your members to sin as instruments to be used for unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead and your members to God as
instruments to be used for righteousness. For sin will have no mastery over you, because
you are not under law but under grace.”
Rom. 12:1–2 (NET)
“Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a sacrifice—alive, holy, and pleasing to God—which is your reasonable
service. Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God—what is good
and well-pleasing and perfect.”
1 Cor. 10:31 (NET)
“So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
1 John 2:15–17 (NET)
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him, because all that is in the world (the desire of the flesh and the
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desire of the eyes and the arrogance produced by material possessions) is not from the
Father, but is from the world. And the world is passing away with all its desires, but the
person who does the will of God remains forever.”
2 Cor. 6:14–7:1 (NET)
“Do not become partners with those who do not believe, for what partnership is there
between righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship does light have with
darkness? And what agreement does Christ have with Beliar? Or what does a believer
share in common with an unbeliever? And what mutual agreement does the temple of
God have with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will
live in them and will walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my
people.’ Therefore ‘come out from their midst, and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and
touch no unclean thing, and I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you
will be my sons and daughters,’ says the All-powerful Lord. Therefore, since we have
these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that could defile the
body and the spirit, and thus accomplish holiness out of reverence for God.”
2 John 9–11 (NET)
“Everyone who goes on ahead and does not remain in the teaching of Christ does not
have God. The one who remains in this teaching has both the Father and the Son. If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house
and do not give him any greeting, because the person who gives him a greeting shares in
his evil deeds.”
6.

The Church
a.

Nature of the Church

Acts 2:1–47 (NET)
“Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. Suddenly
a sound like a violent wind blowing came from heaven and filled the entire house where
they were sitting. And tongues spreading out like a fire appeared to them and came to rest
on each one of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to
speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were devout Jews from
every nation under heaven residing in Jerusalem. When this sound occurred, a crowd
gathered and was in confusion, because each one heard them speaking in his own
language. Completely baffled, they said, ‘Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?
And how is it that each one of us hears them in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and the
province of Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
speaking in our own languages about the great deeds God has done!’ All were astounded
and greatly confused, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others jeered at
the speakers, saying, ‘They are drunk on new wine!’ But Peter stood up with the eleven,
raised his voice, and addressed them: ‘You men of Judea and all you who live in
Jerusalem, know this and listen carefully to what I say. In spite of what you think, these
men are not drunk, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. But this is what was spoken
about through the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it will be,” God says, “that I will
pour out my Spirit on all people, and your sons and your daughters will prophesy, and
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your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will
prophesy. And I will perform wonders in the sky above and miraculous signs on the earth
below, blood and fire and clouds of smoke. The sun will be changed to darkness and the
moon to blood before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes. And then everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Men of Israel, listen to these words:
Jesus the Nazarene, a man clearly attested to you by God with powerful deeds, wonders,
and miraculous signs that God performed among you through him, just as you yourselves
know—this man, who was handed over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of
God, you executed by nailing him to a cross at the hands of Gentiles. But God raised him
up, having released him from the pains of death, because it was not possible for him to be
held in its power. For David says about him, “I saw the Lord always in front of me, for he
is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad and my
tongue rejoiced; my body also will live in hope, because you will not leave my soul in
Hades, nor permit your Holy One to experience decay. You have made known to me the
paths of life; you will make me full of joy with your presence.” Brothers, I can speak
confidently to you about our forefather David, that he both died and was buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. So then, because he was a prophet and knew that God had
sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne, David by
foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was neither abandoned
to Hades, nor did his body experience decay. This Jesus God raised up, and we are all
witnesses of it. So then, exalted to the right hand of God, and having received the
promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, he has poured out what you both see and hear.
For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says, “The Lord said to my lord,
‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ Therefore let
all the house of Israel know beyond a doubt that God has made this Jesus whom you
crucified both Lord and Christ.’ Now when they heard this, they were acutely distressed
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘What should we do, brothers?’ Peter said to
them, ‘Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise
is for you and your children, and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our God
will call to himself.’ With many other words he testified and exhorted them saying, ‘Save
yourselves from this perverse generation!’ So those who accepted his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand people were added. They were devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Reverential awe came over everyone, and many wonders and miraculous signs
came about by the apostles. All who believed were together and held everything in
common, and they began selling their property and possessions and distributing the
proceeds to everyone, as anyone had need. Every day they continued to gather together
by common consent in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to house, sharing
their food with glad and humble hearts, praising God and having the good will of all the
people. And the Lord was adding to their number every day those who were being
saved.”
Eph. 1:22–23 (NET)
“And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and he gave him to the church as head over
all things. Now the church is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
Col. 1:18 (NET)
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“He is the head of the body, the church, as well as the beginning, the firstborn from
among the dead, so that he himself may become first in all things.”
1 Cor. 16:19 (NET)
“The churches in the province of Asia send greetings to you. Aquila and Prisca greet you
warmly in the Lord, with the church that meets in their house.”
Acts 2:42 (NET)
“They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.”
Eph. 4:11–12 (NET)
“It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, that is, to build up the
body of Christ, …”
1 Thess. 4:13–18 (NET)
“Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are
asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep as Christians. For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who
have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout of
command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be
with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.”
b.

Ordinances of the Church

Matt. 28:19–20 (NET)
“‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”
Rom. 6:3–4 (NET)
“Or do you not know that as many as were baptized into Christ were baptized into his
death? Therefore we have been buried with him through baptism into death, in order that
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too may
live a new life.”
1 Cor. 11:23–26 (NET)
“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night in which he was betrayed took bread, and after he had given thanks he broke it and
said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same
way, he also took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, every time you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For every time you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
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c.

Purpose of the Church

Matt. 28:18–20 (NET)
“Then Jesus came up and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”
Acts 1:8 (NET)
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.”
2 Cor. 5:20 (NET)
“Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making His plea through
us. We plead with you on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God!’ God made the one who
did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would become the righteousness of
God.”
Eph. 4:11–13 (NET)
“It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, that is, to build up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God—a mature person, attaining to the measure of Christ’s full stature.”
d.

Spiritual gifts of the Church

Rom. 12:3–8 (NET)
“For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not to think more highly of
yourself than you ought to think, but to think with sober discernment, as God has
distributed to each of you a measure of faith. For just as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members serve the same function, so we who are many are one
body in Christ, and individually we are members who belong to one another. And we
have different gifts according to the grace given to us. If the gift is prophecy, that
individual must use it in proportion to his faith. If it is service, he must serve; if it is
teaching, he must teach; if it is exhortation, he must exhort; if it is contributing, he must
do so with sincerity; if it is leadership, he must do so with diligence; if it is showing
mercy, he must do so with cheerfulness.”
1 Cor. 12:7–11 (NET)
“To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all. For one
person is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, and another the message of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, and to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another performance of miracles, to another
prophecy, and to another discernment of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, and
to another the interpretation of tongues. It is one and the same Spirit, distributing as he
decides to each person, who produces all these things.”
Acts 2:4 (NET)
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“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak in other languages
as the Spirit enabled them.”
2 Cor. 12:12 (NET)
“Indeed, the signs of an apostle were performed among you with great perseverance by
signs and wonders and powerful deeds.”
Eph. 2:20 (NET)
“…because you have been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.”
Heb. 2:3–4 (NET)
“…how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first communicated
through the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard him, while God confirmed
their witness with signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit
distributed according to his will.”
1 Cor. 12:29–30 (NET)
“Not all are apostles, are they? Not all are prophets, are they? Not all are teachers, are
they? Not all perform miracles, do they? Not all have gifts of healing, do they? Not all
speak in tongues, do they? Not all interpret, do they?”
1 Cor. 15:42–44 (NET)
“It is the same with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”
James 5:14–16 (NET)
“Is anyone among you ill? He should summon the elders of the church, and they should
pray for him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will
save the one who is sick and the Lord will raise him up—and if he has committed sins, he
will be forgiven. So confess your sins to one another and pray for one another so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great effectiveness.”
7.

Angels, Satan, and Demons
Heb. 1:4–14 (NET)
“Thus he became so far better than the angels as he has inherited a name superior to
theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my son! Today I have
fathered you’? And in another place he says, ‘I will be his father and he will be my son.’
But when he again brings his firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all the angels of God
worship him!’ And he says of the angels, ‘He makes his angels spirits and his ministers a
flame of fire,’ but of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and a
righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated
lawlessness. So God, your God, has anointed you over your companions with the oil of
rejoicing.’ And, ‘You founded the earth in the beginning, Lord, and the heavens are the
works of your hands. They will perish, but you continue. And they will all grow old like a
garment, and like a robe you will fold them up and like a garment they will be changed,
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but you are the same and your years will never run out.’ But to which of the angels has he
ever said, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’? Are
they not all ministering spirits, sent out to serve those who will inherit salvation?”
Luke 10:18 (NET)
“So he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.’”
Eph. 6:11–12 (NET)
“Clothe yourselves with the full armor of God so that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavens.”
Rev. 12:7–10 (NET)
“Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the
dragon and his angels fought back. But the dragon was not strong enough to prevail, so
there was no longer any place left in heaven for him and his angels. So that huge
dragon—the ancient serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world—was thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with him. Then I heard a loud
voice in heaven saying, ‘The salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and
the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come, because the accuser of our brothers, the
one who accuses them day and night before our God, has been thrown down.’”
Rev. 12:10 (NET)
“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, ‘The salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God, and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come, because the
accuser of our brothers, the one who accuses them day and night before our God, has
been thrown down.’”
John 16:11 (NET)
“…and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.”
2 Cor. 4:3–4 (NET)
“But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing, among
whom the god of this age has blinded the minds of those who do not believe so they
would not see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God.”
Matt. 25:41 (NET)
“‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal
fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels!”’”
Rev. 20:1–10 (NET)
“Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the abyss
and a huge chain. He seized the dragon—the ancient serpent, who is the devil and
Satan—and tied him up for a thousand years. The angel then threw him into the abyss
and locked and sealed it so that he could not deceive the nations until the one thousand
years were finished. (After these things he must be released for a brief period of time.)
Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been given authority to
judge. I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony
16 of 21

about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had not worshiped the beast or his
image and had refused to receive his mark on their forehead or hand. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life
until the thousand years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is
the one who takes part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand
years. Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be released from his prison
and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea.
They went up on the broad plain of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints and the
beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and devoured them completely. And the
devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and
the false prophet are too, and they will be tormented there day and night forever and
ever.”
8.

Last Things
Tit. 2:13 (NET)
“…as we wait for the happy fulfillment of our hope in the glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”
John 14:1–3 (NET)
“‘“Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also in me. There are
many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I
am going away to make ready a place for you. And if I go and make ready a place for
you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so that where I am you may be too.’”
1 Thess. 4:13–18 (NET)
“Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are
asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, so also we believe that God will bring with him those who
have fallen asleep as Christians. For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who
have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a shout of
command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be suddenly caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be
with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.”
Dan. 9:24–27 (NET)
“‘Seventy weeks have been determined concerning your people and your holy city to put
an end to rebellion, to bring sin to completion, to atone for iniquity, to bring in perpetual
righteousness, to seal up the prophetic vision, and to anoint a most holy place. So know
and understand: From the going forth of the message to restore and rebuild Jerusalem
until an anointed one, a prince arrives, there will be a period of seven weeks and sixtytwo weeks. It will again be built, with plaza and moat, but in distressful times. Now after
the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one will be cut off and have nothing. As for the city and
the sanctuary, the people of the coming prince will destroy them. But his end will come
speedily like a flood. Until the end of the war that has been decreed there will be
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destruction. He will confirm a covenant with many for one week. But in the middle of
that week he will bring sacrifices and offerings to a halt. On the wing of abominations
will come one who destroys, until the decreed end is poured out on the one who
destroys.’”
Rev. 19:11–20:10 (NET)
“Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one riding it was called
‘Faithful’ and ‘True,’ and with justice he judges and goes to war. His eyes are like a fiery
flame and there are many diadem crowns on his head. He has a name written that no one
knows except himself. He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and he is called the
Word of God. The armies that are in heaven, dressed in white, clean, fine linen, were
following him on white horses. From his mouth extends a sharp sword, so that with it he
can strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod, and he stomps the winepress of
the furious wrath of God, the All-powerful. He has a name written on his clothing and on
his thigh: ‘King of kings and Lord of lords.’ Then I saw one angel standing in the sun,
and he shouted in a loud voice to all the birds flying high in the sky: ‘Come, gather
around for the great banquet of God, to eat your fill of the flesh of kings, the flesh of
generals, the flesh of powerful people, the flesh of horses and those who ride them, and
the flesh of all people, both free and slave, and small and great!’ Then I saw the beast and
the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to do battle with the one who rode the
horse and with his army. Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet
who had performed the signs on his behalf—signs by which he deceived those who had
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. Both of them were
thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur. The others were killed by the sword
that extended from the mouth of the one who rode the horse, and all the birds gorged
themselves with their flesh. Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, holding in his
hand the key to the abyss and a huge chain. He seized the dragon—the ancient serpent,
who is the devil and Satan—and tied him up for a thousand years. The angel then threw
him into the abyss and locked and sealed it so that he could not deceive the nations until
the one thousand years were finished. (After these things he must be released for a brief
period of time.) Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been given
authority to judge. I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the
testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. These had not worshiped the
beast or his image and had refused to receive his mark on their forehead or hand. They
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not
come to life until the thousand years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is the one who takes part in the first resurrection. The second death has no
power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with
him for a thousand years. Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be
released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to bring them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the
grains of sand in the sea. They went up on the broad plain of the earth and encircled the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and devoured
them completely. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will be tormented there day
and night forever and ever.”
Dan. 12:2 (NET)
“Many of those who sleep in the dusty ground will awake—some to everlasting life, and
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others to shame and everlasting abhorrence.”
Dan. 12:13 (NET)
“‘But you should go your way until the end. You will rest and then at the end of the days
you will arise to receive what you have been allotted.’”
1 Cor. 15:20–28 (NET)
“But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also came
through a man. For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But
each in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; then when Christ comes, those who belong
to him. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he
has brought to an end all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be eliminated is death. For he has put
everything in subjection under his feet. But when it says ‘everything’ has been put in
subjection, it is clear that this does not include the one who put everything in subjection
to him. And when all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subjected
to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all.”
Phil. 3:20–21 (NET)
“But our citizenship is in heaven—and we also await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will transform these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious
body by means of that power by which he is able to subject all things to himself.”
Matt. 13:49–50 (NET)
“It will be this way at the end of the age. Angels will come and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”
John 5:28–29 (NET)
“‘Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will
hear his voice and will come out—the ones who have done what is good to the
resurrection resulting in life, and the ones who have done what is evil to the resurrection
resulting in condemnation.’”
Rev. 20:5–15 (NET)
“(The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were finished.) This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the first resurrection.
The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ,
and they will reign with him for a thousand years. Now when the thousand years are
finished, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations at
the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to bring them together for the battle. They
are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea. They went up on the broad plain of the
earth and encircled the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from
heaven and devoured them completely. And the devil who deceived them was thrown
into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will
be tormented there day and night forever and ever. Then I saw a large white throne and
the one who was seated on it; the earth and the heaven fled from his presence, and no
place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before
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the throne. Then books were opened, and another book was opened—the book of life. So
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to their deeds. The sea
gave up the dead that were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them, and each one was judged according to his deeds. Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death—the lake of fire. If anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.”
Rom. 8:16–17 (NET)
“The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we are God’s children. And if children,
then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also fellow heirs with Christ)—if indeed we suffer
with him so we may also be glorified with him.”
Rev. 21:1–22:5 (NET)
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and earth had ceased to
exist, and the sea existed no more. And I saw the holy city—the new Jerusalem—
descending out of heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: ‘Look! The residence of God is among
human beings. He will live among them, and they will be his people, and God himself
will be with them. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death will not exist
any more—or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the former things have ceased to exist.’
And the one seated on the throne said: ‘Look! I am making all things new!’ Then he said
to me, ‘Write it down, because these words are reliable and true.’ He also said to me, ‘It
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the one who is
thirsty I will give water free of charge from the spring of the water of life. The one who
conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But to the
cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons, murderers, the sexually immoral, and those
who practice magic spells, idol worshipers, and all those who lie, their place will be in
the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. That is the second death.’ Then one of the seven
angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven final plagues came and spoke to me,
saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb!’ So he took me away in
the Spirit to a huge, majestic mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God. The city possesses the glory of God; its brilliance is
like a precious jewel, like a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It has a massive, high wall with
twelve gates, with twelve angels at the gates, and the names of the twelve tribes of the
nation of Israel are written on the gates. There are three gates on the east side, three gates
on the north side, three gates on the south side and three gates on the west side. The wall
of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. The angel who spoke to me had a golden measuring rod with which
to measure the city and its foundation stones and wall. Now the city is laid out as a
square, its length and width the same. He measured the city with the measuring rod at
fourteen hundred miles (its length and width and height are equal). He also measured its
wall, one hundred forty-four cubits according to human measurement, which is also the
angel’s. The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure gold, like transparent glass.
The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated with every kind of precious stone. The
first foundation is jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth
onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates
are twelve pearls—each one of the gates is made from just one pearl! The main street of
the city is pure gold, like transparent glass. Now I saw no temple in the city, because the
20 of 21

Lord God—the All-powerful—and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the
sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God lights it up, and its lamp is the
Lamb. The nations will walk by its light and the kings of the earth will bring their
grandeur into it. Its gates will never be closed during the day (and there will be no night
there). They will bring the grandeur and the wealth of the nations into it, but nothing
ritually unclean will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or
practices falsehood, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life—water as clear as crystal—
pouring out from the throne of God and of the Lamb, flowing down the middle of the
city’s main street. On each side of the river is the tree of life producing twelve kinds of
fruit, yielding its fruit every month of the year. Its leaves are for the healing of the
nations. And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and the Lamb will
be in the city. His servants will worship him, and they will see his face, and his name will
be on their foreheads. Night will be no more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or
the light of the sun, because the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever
and ever.”
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