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Somewhere deep within each of us is a desire, a 

longing for a world very different from our own.  It 

is there first of all because we have been created 

in the image of God and were intended to live 

with Him in a relationship and environment of love.  

Though His image has been defaced by the fall, 

there are still remnants of it within us.  The stunning 

beauty of a sunset, the awe of starry heavens, a 

deeply moving story or poem, can arouse within 

us for a brief moment an awareness and desire for 

our true home.  This is even stronger once we 

have been born of the Spirit, for God plants 

eternity in our hearts.  C.S. Lewis described it this 

way:  

 

òIn speaking of this desire for our own far-off 

country, which we find in ourselves even now, I 

feel a certain shyness.  I am almost committing an 

indecency.  I am trying to rip open the 

inconsolable secret in each one of you ñthe 

secret which hurts so much that you take your 

revenge on it by calling it names like Nostalgia 

and Romanticism and Adolescence; the secret 

also which pierces with such sweetness that when, 

in very intimate conversation, the mention of it 

becomes imminent, we grow awkward and affect 

to laugh at ourselves; the secret we cannot hide 

and cannot tell, though we desire to do both.  We 

cannot tell it because it is a desire for something 

that has never actually appeared in our 

experience.  We cannot hide it because our 

experience is constantly suggesting it, and we 

betray ourselves like lovers at the mention of a 

name.  Our commonest expedient is to 

call it beauty and behave as if that had 

settled the matter. . . . The books or the 

music in which we thought the beauty 

was located will betray us if we trust to 

them; it was not in them, it only came 

through them, and what came through 

them was longing.  These things ñthe 

beauty, the memory of our own past ñ

are good images of what we really desire; but if 

they are mistaken for the thing itself, they turn into 

dumb idols, breaking the hearts of their 

worshippers.  For they are not the thing itself; they 

are only the scent of a flower we have not found, 

the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from 

a country we have never yet visited.  Do you think 

I am trying to weave a spell?  Perhaps I am; but 

remember your fairy tales.  Spells are used for 

breaking enchantments as well as for inducing 

them.ó [C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory , pp. 4 -5 

and C.S. Lewis Institute, Reflections , January 2010]  

 
Instead, they were longing for a better country ñ a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not  

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 

a city for them.  

HEBREWS 11:16 (NIV) 

 

~ Phil Powers, Lead Pastor  

And I encourage the artists among us to use your 

gifts to give us all a window through which to 

glimpse òhome,ó by participating in Forceyõs Visual 

Art Exhibition, centered around the themes of 

Handelõs òThe Messiah.ó  For details, read further in 

this issue of the FOCUS or visit the webpage,  

http://www.forcey.org/finearts  

Marriage 101 is Pastor Philõs NEW Sunday sermon series.       

The sermons and Taking Strides are available online if you 

missed a Sunday or maybe you just need a refresher!   

Click to be directed to the sermons. 

http://www.forcey.org/finearts
http://www.forcey.org/pages/page.asp?page_id=161416


Forcey Worship Arts will sponsor our inaugural  

Visual Arts Exhibit from January 30 ð Feb 7, 2016 
 
We are encouraging artists to create original works (in your preferred medium) that are inspired 

by themes from Handelõs Messiah.  The title of our exhibit will be òTHE MESSIAH ð revisitedó. 

 

Nine passages have been selected to serve as inspirations (see our website www.forcey.org/

finearts )  and our galleries will be assembled by movement.  

 

All entries must be submitted by January 6, 2015.    
Prizes will be awarded for:  

Best of Show - $250 

First Place - $150 

Second Place - $75 

Third Place - $25 

 

Because this is a juried exhibit, there is a $25 entry fee.   If you use the PROMO CODE:   FAMILY  you 

will be able to register for $15 before December 25 th. 

 

Artists may enter as many pieces as they wish (ie. You can do multiple pieces inspired by different 

movements).  

 

This event is open to our congregation as well as artists in our community. Please feel free to share 

the promotional cards (like the one below), available at the Welcome Center, with your friends.  

 

 

 

If you have any questions, 

please contact Jonathan Ford 

in the church office or by email:  

jonathan -ford@forcey.org  

http://www.forcey.org/finearts
http://www.forcey.org/finearts
mailto:jonathan-ford@forcey.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ºNot everyone who says to me, 

'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 

GD@UDM» (Matthew 7:21 a).  Some prospects that 

the soul winner meets are very religious, yet unsaved.  

Such individuals are trusting in their church affiliation 

and good works to save them, instead of trusting in 

Jesus  Christ.  Recently during hospital visitation, a 

Forcey member met an elderly patient named Jean, 

whose hope in eternal life rested solely on this false 

foundation of religious good deeds.  

 

When the Forcey member asked Jean concerning 

her hope of going to heaven, she replied that her 

good works should enable her to make it there.  As 

he explained the gospel message to her, Jean 

listened intently, as if trying to understand every word.  

He pointed out to her from the Bible that her good 

works could never bring salvation, because those 

good deeds could not remove even one sin from her 

record before God.  He explained that only Christ 

could purge her sins from her record, because He 

died to pay the penalty for those sins.  When the 

Forcey member gave the invitation, Jean eagerly 

called upon the Lord Jesus to save her.  

 

After the Forcey member reviewed with her the 

assurance of eternal life in Christ, Jean thanked him 

for explaining to her the way to heaven.  She now 

was no longer trusting in her own self -righteousness, 

but rather in the òéérighteousness which is of God 

by faithó  (Phil 3:9b). 

 

 

~ Ralph Zimmerman, Evangelism Team  

In Matthew 14, Simon Peter was the one that got out of the 

boat and approached  Jesus as he walked toward the 

apostleõs boat on the Sea of Galilee.  However, Jesusõ 

invitation to walk on water wasnõt just for Peter; it is for us all. 

But what does òwalking on wateró mean for us in our individual 

lives? Walking on water means facing our fears and choosing 

not to let fear have the last word.  It also means discovering 

and embracing the unique calling of God on our lives and, 

perhaps most importantly, experiencing the power of God to 

accomplish what we would not be capable of doing on our 

own.   

 

On Sunday January 3 rd, the Menõs Class began a new book study on this topic using 

John Ortbergõs If You Want to Walk on Water, Youõve Got to Get Out of the Boat. All 

Forcey men are invited to join in the study ð either in the first hour class or the 

second, as your schedule permits.  Books will be available from the class leader in 

each session on a first -come, first -served basis at a discounted price of $9.00.  If 

youõre facing something new or daunting in 2016 or even the same old road blocks, 

join us for study, discussion and encouragement.  This book will help us answer 

Christõs call to greater faith, power-filled deeds, and a new way of knowing him.   



What Is A Home Group?  

It is a group of believers meeting in their common "neighborhood." The primary emphasis is spiritual 

growth in a community of Forcey people where hearts are learning to be like Jesus.  

This involves: 

¶ Transforming heart  - spiritual growth  

¶ Loving heart  - reaching out to those far from God in the 

neighborhood  

¶ Caring heart  - showing support and compassion to others in the 

group  

 

Home Groups are also geographically based in local 

neighborhoods, to allow outreach to the neighborhood. Spiritual 

growth develops a heart like Jesus which also looks beyond our 

circle of comfort to those far from God.  

Home Groups are 4 -12 people 

unwilling to settle for anything 

less than life -transforming 

Christian community with a 

practical plan for spiritual 

growth and outreach to their 

neighbors.  

Does this sound like something youõd be interested in?  If so, 

contact Vanessa Wright at vanessa -wright@forcey.org .  

 More info is also on the Home Groups Forcey page 

(www.forcey.org/home -groups ) 

(ÏÍÅ 'ÒÏÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ ,ÏÎÎÉÅ Ǫ !ÐÒÉÌ 
(ÁÒÒÉÓȢ 

(
Ï
Í
Å
 
'
Ò
Ï
Õ
Ð
 
×
É
Ô
È
 
0
Á
Ó
Ô
Ï
Ò
 
,
Ï
Î
Î
É
Å
 
Ǫ
 
!
Ð
Ò
É
Ì
 
(
Á
Ò
Ò
É
Ó
Ȣ

 

mailto:vanessa-wright@forcey.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Home%20Groups!!
http://www.forcey.org/home-groups


MOTHERõS DAY OUT is a program for 2 - and 3 -years-old designed to give children a pre -school òpreviewó 

while giving moms (or dads) a morning off.  Our teachers are loving, Christian women who have a heart 

for children.  MDO offers playtime, snack time, Bible stories, singing, and craft time for your child.  Our 

program runs Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays from September through May.  We are open from 

9:30am ð 1:30pm.  Your child must be 2 (or 3) by September 1, 2016 in order to enroll.  Tuition is $88 per 

child/per month for one day a week, plus a one -time $50 registration fee.   Children can be enrolled for 

a maximum of 2 days.  

 

Registration for current families begins February 10 th at 9 am . New family registration begins Wednesday, 

March 9 th at 9 am.   

 

Contact Kristy Sievers at mdo@forcey.org  if you are interested in registering 

or would like more information.  

Lovely is the best word to describe the SIS Christmas Celebration on 

December 6.      The presence of Christ allowed the women to enjoy 

fellowship, teaching and worship.    Entering the room with beautiful 

decorations and pretty tables set the mood with thanks to Michelle Conway 

and Lynn Illback.   Cindi Hale shared a fabulous message on remembering 

Christ while in a world of opposite pressures.     Carol Christian, LeRachel 

Buffkins and Chien -Chien Jacques played wonderful Christmas music, and 

Linda Douglas led us in Christmas Carol favorites.      The food was 

outstanding thanks to all who brought salads, yummy desserts and bread, 

but mostly because of the skills and hard work of Pam Stover.    We give 

thanks to these and many others òbehind-the -scenesó ladies on the 

planning team for serving us and the Lord in organizing, setting up and my 

other activities that made this evening possible including Stacy Springer, 

Pam Merritt & Stacey McCarley.    We appreciate the women who hosted 

the tables offering hospitality and love.   Thanks and blessings to all who 

helped and attended!     Weõll have some pics online of the event sooné.. 

 

Happy New Year from Diane Wesche & Neva Powers  

 

Click for the UPCOMING SIS EVENTS!!! 

mailto:mdo@forcey.org
http://www.forcey.org/upcoming-sis-events


Stay connected with your Forcey family!  

 

Follow and like us on  

Thank you from the Childrenõs Sunday School 

department for your donations to the gift bags for 

children in Anacostia.   We put together more than 

75 gift bags and delivered them to Forcey 

missionaries Bob and Sharon Mathieu who 

distribute them through their work at the 

Anacostia Gospel Chapel in southeast DC.   You 

and the children of Forcey have provided 

Christmas gifts for children in the city for over 20 

years!   Thank you!!  

"ÏÂ -ÁÔÈÉÅÕ  Ά ÔÈÅ !ÎÁÃÏÓÔÉÁ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ #ÈÁÐÅÌ 

Dear Forcey Family,  

 

We are so grateful for the 11 years God called us 

to serve missionary kids in Germany and in Spain. 

Forcey Bible Church, and so many of you as indi-

viduals, played a crucial role in supporting our 

ministry and we have been blessed tremendously 

by your faithful prayers, support and encourage-

ment.  

 

Happy New Year, and may God continue to bless 

Forcey for your strong emphasis on missions at 

home and abroad.    

 

With much love,  

Micah, Heather, Ezra and Audrey Powers  

Hereõs a thank you from Linda Reynolds, Biblical 

Ministries Worldwide, Hong Kong:  

 

You have prayed and God is responding.   This Sunday I 

was sitting in the back of our small church and noticed 

that we had an increasing number of visitors and that 

they were repeat visitors. Of those present on 

Sunday,   two of the visitors were unsaved men ... one 

attends more and more frequently   now, and the other is 

the husband of a repeat visitor who was thrilled that her 

unsaved husband had come into a church for the first 

time.    

 

Praise the Lord for the way He is bringing visitors  and that 

He is bringing husbands and fathers of saved ladies and 

children.   We also should praise the Lord for several new 

believers.   Thank you for praying for the people in Hong 

Kong and for Hebron Baptist Church.  

https://www.facebook.com/forceyconnects
https://twitter.com/ForceyConnects
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpl1JxwFg0N9b4WZDXu-MDw



